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BILLERICAY TOWN COUNCIL – ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

7pm on Thursday 28th APRIL 2022 
at The Chantry Centre, Chantry Way CM11 2AP

If you’ve not yet visited the  
Chantry Centre Community Building  

come along and meet some of our hirers and find  
out more about the activities that take place there:

Guest Speakers Include: 
• Photofold Camera Club • Billericay Horticultural Society  

• The Good Companions • Billericay Revival Church  
• Gone Too Soon Bereavement Group 

You can also ask questions of your Town Councillors  
and find out what we’re doing for the residents of Billericay. 

For more information contact the Town Clerk  
via email: townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk  

or telephone 01277 625732

CITIZEN AND YOUNG  
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2022

THe Town CounCil is seeking nominations for the 2022 Citizen 
and Young Citizen of the Year. if you know of any Billericay resident, 
young or old, who goes out of their way to help others, contributes 
to a community group or organisation, gives up their free time to 
fundraise for charity, or makes a significant contribution to Billericay 
life, please contact the Town Clerk for a nomination form. The only 
criteria is that nominees must be a resident of Billericay. nomination 
forms will also be available on the Council’s website:  
www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk. The winners will be ViP guests 
at the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee event on 2nd June and be given 
the honour of lighting the beacon. Closing date is 25th April 
2022 so don’t delay – get your nominations in today! Cl
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Billericay – A Great Place to Be
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2021/22 Cllr. Jim Devlin

The past two years have been 
dominated by the Coronavirus 

outbreak but thankfully i think 
we have turned the corner and 
life is resuming a normality, 
although things will have 

changed permanently for many in their working 
and leisure habits. The work of the Council has 
returned to normal and our meetings this year 
returned to being face-to-face instead of virtual 
on Zoom.
 Billericay Town Council was very lucky in the 
timing of the construction of the magnificent 
Chantry Centre as it means we were able to 
use the larger spaces for our meetings unlike 
some Parish Councils that have had to resort to 
meeting in churches and cold barns. The Chantry 
Centre has gone from strength to strength since 
the removal of restrictions on gatherings and 
the bookings calendar is very full. The work that 
Councillors and especially our staff have put in to 
ensure that the Centre runs smoothly is enormous 
and brings to mind the picture of a swan, serene 
on the surface but a fantastic effort going on 
underneath. i do ask users to remember that this 
is a Centre run for the Community at very low 

charges and we try to keep our running costs as 
low as possible by asking you to do the work of 
setting up and returning everything to its original 
condition, including cleaning up afterwards. This 
will enable us to continue keeping charges low. on 
the subject of charges i was particularly pleased 
that through good management of our finances 
we have been able to maintain our precept, the 
portion of your Council Tax that goes to the Town 
Council, at the same level as last year. when costs 
are rising fast elsewhere it is good to know that the 
Town Council will cost exactly the same as last year.
 At our Annual Council Meeting last May, when 
i was re-elected as Chairman again, i stated that 
i would not be offering myself for re-election 
again in 2022. i wanted to give plenty of notice 
to Councillors so that someone could step up and 
take my place. i have been Chairman of the Town 
Council for 7 years, longer than any previous 
Chairman, and i feel it is time for someone else to 
take the helm. i will remain a Councillor and will 
continue with the work i do in the Town and the 
Council related work that i do outside of Billericay 
Town Council; i am Chairman of the essex local 
Councils Forum and sit on the executive of the 
essex Association of local Councils and on the 

Basildon Borough Council Standards Committee. 
it has been a pleasure to serve the residents 
of Billericay as Chairman of the Town Council 
since 2015 and i have enjoyed representing the 
Council at the many events i have attended in 
the Town. 
 As i look back over those seven years the 
Council has changed a lot, hopefully for the 
better. we have changed our focus as we have 
grown and are now more focused on delivering 
services. we have moved from our rented offices 
in the Coach House to the new Chantry Centre 
and are now in a position to be the hub of the 
community. in the future as the devolution 
process unfolds Billericay Town Council is poised 
to take on the roles that are given to it. My 
last official role as Chairman will be to Chair 
the Annual Town Meeting on 28th April in the 
Chantry Centre. we have changed the format of 
this meeting to make it more about the Town 
and its people, bluntly less boring Council 
data and more interesting details from local 
organisations. There will however be a chance 
for residents to question Councillors on any 
subject they need answers on, and i hope to see 
many residents there.
 i now look forward to the Chantry Centre 
becoming the focal point in the Town. 

HEALTH, WELLBEING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE Chairman: Cllr. Moira Moore

The Health, wellbeing & 
environment Committee works 

to enhance the environment around 
Billericay. we do this either by 
providing additional services or 
enhancing services provided by 

other councils. 
 we funded various planting around the war 
Memorial throughout the year. we also look after 
two small gardens in the town – the Festival 
Gardens located in Crown Road and the Jim 
Shields Garden at the junction of the High Street 
and western Road. 
 The Town Council continues to provide hanging 

baskets in the High Street during the summer 
months as well as planting flower displays in the 
summer and winter in the High Street planters.
 unfortunately much of the work of the Town 
Council had to be cancelled, deferred or much 
reduced by the Covid-19 pandemic that brought 
about various lockdowns and other restrictions to 
normal business. As a result we had to, once again, 
cancel the Billericay in Bloom competition. we 
did, however, continue to provide the Christmas 
lights in the High Street as well as an illuminated 
Christmas Tree outside the Chantry Centre.
 During the year the contract relating to the 
public convenience in the car park behind 

Santander became due for review. A cost benefit 
analysis and a town wide consultation regarding 
usage and removal was carried out. As a result 
of the ongoing costs and the response to the 
consultation the Town Council decided on 
removal. However, the Town Council has formed 
a working Party which is examining how a similar 
resource could be provided for residents more 
economically.
 we installed lighting for the bronze statue, 
celebrating the sailing of the Mayflower, located 
in the Jim Shields Garden. The war Memorial is 
also illuminated at night with the colours of the 
union Jack. 

Despite increased costs, and 
in contrast to many local 

authorities we were able to freeze 
our Precept for 2022/23. The annual 
cost for a typical Band D household 
remains at £24.75 a year – about 

£2 per month – ensuring that Billericay remains 
one of the lowest charging Parish/Town Councils. 
During the year we were delighted to award three 
grants from our Community Grants fund to both 
new and established volunteer community groups.

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE Chairman: Cllr. Adam Adshead

 Billericay Men’s Shed were awarded £500 
in start up costs to help refurbish a building in 
lake Meadows as their meeting place. They focus 
on social isolation, helping to combat loneliness 
and unwanted isolation providing friendship and 
an opportunity to learn and pass on practical skills 
whilst benefiting the wider community. 
 The Friends of Lake Meadows, a group of 
dedicated volunteers who the Town Council have 
supported over many years were granted £375 to 
purchase plants to replenish the rhododendron area. 

 Finally £337 was awarded to Billericay 
Parkrun towards the cost of a defibrillator to 
support their new start area. open to anyone, they 
operate a 5km walk/jog/run around lake Meadows 
every Saturday. The Parkrun has now seen over 
45,000 finishers since it started in Billericay. 
 with the move of our staff and offices to the 
new Chantry Centre the majority of our effort has 
been in building our experience of managing and 
running the facility. 
 in moving to the new building our high level 
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objectives were two-fold: 
• Social: to provide facilities for community 
groups to use at an affordable cost. This year of 
the 2,400 hours of activities over half have been 
delivered by community/not-for-profit groups 
based in Billericay. 
• Financial: to generate income from commercial 
hirings to subsidise costs. Almost 75% of the 
revenue has come from commercial organisations. 
with 2 weeks to to go before our financial Year 
end we expect to have generated over £40,000 in 
revenue, significantly ahead of expectations from 
our first “start up” year of operations.
 The facility is hosting a wide range of activities. 
Some 470 hours have been provided by groups 
focusing on social isolation or social support, 
142 hours concentrating on young children and 
315 hours of meetings by community groups 
and clubs. we’ve hosted jazz concerts and films, 
support groups, exercise classes and lectures as 
well as providing a base for the Rotary Club for 
the Christmas Market. 
 Cost control plays an important part of F&GP’s 
activities. This has been especially important in our 
first year when many costs had to be estimated 
(utility bills, cleaning costs etc.) and i am glad to 
report that we will finish the year under budget. we 
are fortunate to have isolated ourselves from the 
current energy crisis having locked in our electricity 
costs until late 2025 and our gas until 2027. 

BYTC Chairman: Archie MacKay

last october we sadly said goodbye to several 
of our older Youth Councillors who had reached 

the maximum age of 18 years and were entering 
the next stage of their careers and going off to 
university. we wish them all every success in their 
future careers.
 our Chairman oliver Grimes also stepped down 
to devote more time to revision. we thank you 
oliver for all your hard work as Chairman, and we 
still have you as a Youth Councillor for another 
year.
 As one Chairman steps down we welcome new 
Chairman, Archie Mackay and wish him well for 
his Chairmanship.
 we also congratulate Jessica Garlick, James 
King, lucy Popham, elias o’Callaghan, James 
Sherwood and George wood who are now 
officers of the Youth Town Council.
 like many organisations we struggled during 
lockdown, but continued to meet on Zoom. with 
our new committee we are beginning to pick up 
momentum and hope soon to be actively involved 
in community work. 

COUNCILLORS ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 
APRIL 2021 – MARCH 2022

 COUNCILLOR PLANNING FINANCE & HEALTH, COUNCIL TOTAL 
   GENERAL  WELLBEING & 
   PURPOSES ENVIRONMENT
 Cllr A Adshead  5 6 5 16

 Cllr J Clark 13 4 6 6 29

 Cllr l Clark 8   6 14

 Cllr R Clark 13 6  6 25

 Cllr M Dear 2 3 2 3 10

 Cllr J Devlin 15 4 5 5 29

 Cllr J Henshaw 8 1  5 14

 Cllr C May 14   5 19

 Cllr M Moore 12 6 6 5 29

 Cllr K Mordecai   5 6 11

 Cllr M Mordecai  1 2 5 8

 Cllr M Roessler  6  6 12

 Cllr e Sainsbury   5 5 10

 Cllr C Smith    5 5

 Cllr D Spencer 13  6 4 23

 Cllr G Talbot  4  6 10

 Cllr A Talboys 14 6  5 25

 Cllr M Thomas  6 5 3 14

 Cllr J Tutton  1 1 2 4

 Cllr D wakefield 10  6 5 21

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
 2020/21 INCOME 2021/22*
 £’000 SOURCE £’000
 292 Precept 300

 0 interest earned 0

 1 local sponsorship 0.5

 5 outside Funding 1.5

 616 General Reserve 6

 9 earmarked Reserve 0

 0 Chantry way Centre 38

 200 PwlB 119

 1123 Total 465

EXPENDITURE AND RESERVES
 2020/21 EXPENDITURE 2021/22*
 £’000 DESCRIPTION £’000
 122 Administration & Council Members 91

 13 Recreational Facilities 18

 19 Public Toilets 18

 13 Christmas lights 10

 25 other Projects 0

 3 Publications 5

 0 election 16

 919 Chantry way Centre 193

 0 Youth Town Council 0

 9 earmarked Reserves 114

 1297 Total 465
* figures are approximate as were prepared  

before year end final close off

EXPENDITURE & RESERVES 2021/2022*

Administration 
& Council Members

Public Toilets

Christmas Lights

Publications

Earmarked Reserves

Recreational Facilities Election

Chantry Way Centre

 looking forward it is encouraging to note that 
our pre-bookings for the 2022/23 year already 
exceed those of this year and it is reasonable to 
assume that our revenue will be substantially 
higher in the next financial year. 

First meeting of the new youth town council after the election
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PLANNING COMMITTEE Chairman: Cllr. Jim Devlin

During the past year the Planning 
Committee has operated mainly 

with physical meetings but there 
was a short period when powers 
were devolved to the Planning 
Committee Clerk into conjunction 

with myself when we were unable to hold 
meetings because of restrictions.
 over the past year we reviewed 324 
applications, an increase of 38 over the previous 
year. of these applications Billericay Town Council 
had no objection to 193 and Basildon Borough 
Council granted permission to go ahead with 
the development. Most of these were for small 
extensions which would not impact on neighbours 
or the general street scene and thus there was no 
reason that they should not be permitted. There is a 
presumption that development should be allowed 
unless there is a good reason that it should not go 
ahead. There were however 39 applications where 
the Town Council objected and Basildon did not 

agree with us and granted permission. in general 
our objections were because of over development, 
excessive height or damage to the street scene. 
These are quite subjective issues and opinions 
vary. Conversely there were 26 applications that 
the Town Council did not object to that Basildon 
refused, so it works both ways. Those of you that 
are alert will have noticed that the figures don’t 
add up, this is because the applications that the 
Town Council have looked at have not all been 
determined by Basildon Council.
 in some case Basildon Council will refuse an 
application and the applicant will not accept that 
ruling. in that case they have the right to appeal to 
the Planning inspectorate. During the last year 6 
applicants did this. At the appeal the submissions 
by Basildon and the Town Council are looked at 
by the inspector in the light of the application. 
This year the inspectors upheld 3 appeals and 
dismissed the other 3, i suppose that is a score 
draw.

 The Committee is also a consultee on licencing 
Applications. Again, just like Planning, the law now 
states that an application must be granted unless 
there is evidence that granting the application will 
cause harm in a number of specified areas. This is 
a vital role that the Town Council can play as we 
can provide some of the local knowledge that may 
otherwise be missing. over the course of the year 
seven new licences were issued, all but one in the 
High Street.
 each year there are usually a number of 
consultations that the Committee has to reply 
to. The pandemic certainly reduced the number 
that appeared and last year Basildon asked us to 
comment upon a new Street naming Policy that it 
was looking to implement.
 The Planning Committee is the busiest 
Committee of the Town Council and meets every 
two weeks on a Tuesday at 7pm in the Chantry 
Centre. All meetings are open to the public. 

LATEST NEWS ON BILLERICAY PLAY AREAS
OUTWOOD COMMON – The Town Council was contacted at the end of last year by residents of 
outwood Common as the play equipment at Morris Avenue is tired and outdated. They approached the 
Town Council to ask whether we would be prepared to revamp the area and make it a much more 
exciting play space. To start the project off local homes were leafletted asking for comments/
suggestions, and Sunnymede School PTA got pupils involved by asking them to design a park or a 
particular piece of equipment they would like to see on the site. All the children’s designs will be 
reviewed by the Council and we will be working with the community to get this project underway as 
soon as possible. 
LAKE MEADOWS – unfortunately the wooden skatepark had to be removed due to constant 
vandalism, so in 2020 the Town Council started consulting with skatepark users to find out what they 
wanted to see it replaced with. in 2021 Basildon Borough Council informed us that they were intending 
to take the project over in its entirety and had approved a £500,000 budget to be split between 
facilities in Billericay and laindon. This is great news for the young people of Billericay and it is hoped 
they will have their new skatepark before the summer.

LOCAL PLAN UPDATE
AS ReSiDenTS will be aware, recent weeks have 
seen significant developments with the progress 
of the local Plan. As it stands, given long-standing 
questions over whether the proposed Plan reflects 
current housing demand and following significant 
Resident concerns over the use of the Green Belt, 
at the extraordinary Basildon District Council 
Meeting held on Thursday 10 February 2022, an 
emergency Motion which resolved to withdraw 
the emerging Basildon Borough local Plan was 
approved and was ratified at the subsequent full 
Council meeting on 3rd March.
 These latest events are yet more twists and 
turns in a saga that commenced in April 2014 with 
the Town Council response to the initial draft Plan 
and consultation process. Throughout this period 
the Town Council has been diligent in listening to 
the views of residents as well as responding with 
our own thorough critique of the proposals.
 The significant groundswell of local 
opposition resulted in a further protracted delay 
whilst Basildon deployed a consultancy review 
and undertook further consultation. 
 in 2018 the Town Council set up a dedicated 
working Group to carry out an in-depth review of 
the revised draft Plan culminating in a detailed 
submission to Basildon which highlighted the 
proposed Plan’s many shortcomings. These 
included;
• Scale of proposed building
•  Detrimental impact on local environment and 

green belt
•  lack of workable proposals on the provision 

of community infrastructure
•  weak proposals for an appropriate transport 

infrastructure
• The proposed housing mix.
 Throughout this protracted period Billericay 
Town Councillors have participated in 
consultation meetings with Basildon Council, 
responded to requests for feedback, and sought 
the views of Residents. we will continue to do so 
as Basildon seeks to achieve an acceptable local 
Plan which meets the needs and aspirations of 
Billericay’s current and future Residents.

TOWN CRIER & ANNUAL REPORT Editor: Cllr. Marie Dear 

welcome to the first delivered edition of the Town Crier for a while due to covid 
restrictions. The Town Crier aims to keep residents in touch with Town Council 

projects. it will now be published again at intervals throughout the year and give the 
latest news on our activities and initiatives. 
   we are never short of material as there are so many community minded volunteers in 
Billericay which provides a wealth of potential material for publication in the Town Crier. 

Articles from residents are welcome for consideration but please limit these to 200 words as space is tight.
 The Annual Report provides a deeper analysis of the Town Council’s projects and activities.
 Thanks are due to our graphic designer, David Vinten, for his work on our publications. 

Play equipment at Outwood Common due for replacement
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS: OUR FIRST YEAR AT THE CHANTRY CENTRE
AFTeR A 5 MonTH delay caused by Covid restrictions the Chantry Centre 
finally opened its doors to the public on the 19th May 2021 welcoming 
our first hirer “Fit and Fabulous” who ran a Zumba class for adults.
 During the last 10½ months bookings have risen from an initial 5 in 
May to over 140 in March 2022 and we have now had almost 1,000 
room bookings. we’re pleased to see the ratio of community group 
bookings to commercial has increased from 40% mentioned in the last 
Town Crier to over 50%. Recent additions to our regular hirers have 
included the u3A Film Club and charity Phoenix Futures. welcome! 
 our regular hirers have been settling in well to their new environments 
and the feedback has been very positive. we are seeing healthy demand 
for all of our rooms throughout most of the week – although if you want 
to make a booking Fridays are worth enquiring about! Due to the 
popularity of the venue we are seeking to employ a part-time caretaker. if 
you are interested in the position please contact the Town Clerk.
 To ensure the facility remains smart we will shortly be starting regular 
maintenance work, beginning with the hall. 
 whether it’s a regular booking or a one off the Chantry Centre’s 
facilities are designed to be flexible to cater for everything from round 
table meetings to lectures or floor based activities. Available for hire are 4 
rooms accommodating between 12 and 60 people. There is a large hall 
which can seat up to 120 and which is equipped with audio-visual/
presentation equipment and a configurable stage. An equipped kitchen is 
also available. Full details for booking can be found on the town Council’s 
website: BillericaytownCouncil.gov.uk – and click on “Chantry Centre”.

BILLERICAY IN BLOOM 
COMPETITION

unFoRTunATelY Due To the ongoing Covid situation the Town Council 
has made the difficult decision to cancel the competition again this year, 
so sadly it is now three years since our green fingered residents have had 
a chance to show off their gardens. However, watch this space as Billericay 
in Bloom will be returning in 2023 – bigger and better than ever before!  

BIG JUBILEE PICNIC LUNCH – 
SUNDAY 5th JUNE 2022

BASilDon BoRouGH CounCil are organising Big Jubilee Picnic lunches on 
Sunday 5th June 2022 in parks/community spaces throughout the borough 
and in Billericay this is being held at lake Meadows park. each park/space 
will be decorated for the Jubilee and the community will be invited to bring 
picnics and enjoy the company of family, friends and neighbours. 

eVeRY YeAR AT CHRiSTMAS, Youth Town Councillors spend an evening 
judging the Christmas window displays in the High Street to choose the one 
they feel brings the most festive cheer to Billericay. The prize is a cheque for 
£100 to be donated to a charity of the winner’s choice. The winner in 2021 
was The olive Branch and their chosen charity was Basildon MinD. 

THE OLIVE BRANCH –  
BEST DRESSED XMAS WINDOW

ReCenTlY BilleRiCAY Town Councillors were invited to a “love Your library 
Day” at Billericay library. Town Councillors were happy to attend where they 
and members of the public were made welcome by helpful library staff. 
Billericay library is a central asset for our town providing many resources 
from books, to booking computer time. it is one of the best used libraries in 
the area which says a lot for how residents appreciate having a library.

LOVE YOUR LIBRARY DAY

BILLERICAY TOWN 
COUNCIL JOB 

VACANCY CHANTRY 
CENTRE CARETAKER

The Town Council is looking to employ a part-time caretaker for 
approximately 10 hours per week. This is a varied and interesting 

position supporting the Town Clerk with the day to day running of the 
facility. Responsibilities will include provision of an opening and closing 

service for hirers, setting up rooms as per hirer’s requirements, 
assembling and dismantling of the stage, assisting hirers with 

operation of AV equipment, liaising with the alarm company and 
maintaining the good appearance of the building exterior. 

Please contact the Town Clerk for an application form or if you require 
further details please email: townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk

Councillors support Love your Library Week

Cllr Jo Clark presents the cheque for Basildon MIND to The Olive Branch
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 Name Address Phone No. E-Mail Ward

 Cllr A Adshead 29 The Meadow way CM11 2Hl 01277 632104 adam.adshead@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 Cllr J Clark 33 Carson Road CM11 1SA 01277 659842 jo.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 Cllr l Clark c/o Chantry Centre 07902 979632 laura.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr R Clark 1 wick Glen CM12 0HS 07802 425842 richard.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr M Dear 12 Redwing Drive CM11 2PG 01277 622499 marie.dear@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr J Devlin 231 Perry Street CM12 0nZ 01277 656937 jim.devlin@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr J Henshaw 46 The Avenue CM12 9HG 01277 625168 james.henshaw@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk Sw

 Cllr Chris May 5 Devereux way CM12 0YS 01277 627005 chris.may@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr M Moore 47 laindon Road CM12 9lG 01277 627266 moira.moore@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk Sw

 Cllr K Mordecai c/o Chantry Centre 01277 625732 kim.mordecai@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 Cllr M Mordecai c/o Chantry Centre 01277 625732 martyn.mordecai@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 Cllr M Roessler 9 Second Avenue CM12 9PR 07760 373070 martin.roessler@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk Sw

 Cllr e Sainsbury 17 Hares Chase CM12 0HJ 07517 362368 edward.sainsbury@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr C Smith c/o Chantry Centre 01277 625732 christine.smith@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr D Spencer Fir Tree lodge 16 Back lane CM4 9DG 01277 829750 daphne.spencer@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 Cllr G Talbot 185 Perry Street CM12 0nX 07983 421686 gareth.talbot@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr A Talboys c/o Chantry Centre 01277 657576 alan.talboys@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 Cllr M Thomas 39 Chestwood Close CM12 0PB 01277 650453 mark.thomas@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 Cllr Jim Tutton 11 Bluebell wood CM12 0eS 01277 655443 jim.tutton@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 Cllr D wakefield 4 Copford Road CM11 2Du 07980 373506 dan.wakefield@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 CHAiRMAn Cllr Jim Devlin   

 Town CleRK Deborah Tonkiss, Billericay Town Council Telephone: 01277 625732 
  The Chantry Centre, Chantry way email: townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk 
  Billericay, essex CM11 2AP website: www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk

BILLERICAY TOWN COUNCILLORS

TACKLING THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY – HELP THAT’S AVAILABLE NOW!
we All neeD to seriously address what we can 
do to live greener lives. Help is at hand with many 
schemes to support Residents currently available 
and we summarise below just some examples. 
The Town Council wants to engage with Residents 
and Community Groups on local initiatives.
BASILDON GREEN HOMES GRANT – why not 
check if you are eligible to receive help under a 
new scheme being launched to help local 
householders be warmer, reduce emissions, and 
save money. under the Green Homes Grant local 
Authority Delivery scheme, a wide range of 
insulation measures and renewable heating 
technologies is available. The scheme is open to 
homeowners, private tenants, and people in 
social rented accommodation, where the home 
has a low energy rating and a low annual income.
 Find out if you are eligible for the scheme by 
completing the short application form at https://
surveys.est.org.uk/s/
GreenHomesGrantSchemelAD/. Further 
information is also available on the Basildon 
Council website.

SOLAR TOGETHER ESSEX – essex County 
Council have launched a scheme to subsidise 
costs of fitting Solar Panels and storage devices to 
homes in essex so that Residents can save money 
and even be paid to feed excess energy back to 
the Grid! The scheme helps residents and small 
businesses to purchase high quality solar panels 
and battery storage at an affordable price. it is 
available to all properties, domestic and 
commercial, for owners or tenants. Registration is 
free, online and without obligations. More 
information and an application pack from; essex.
gov.uk/solartogether
“Love it Here, Don’t Leave it Here” – 
litter-picking equipment now available 
– The campaign will encourage residents to 
dispose of litter correctly or take rubbish home 
with them. Residents can now borrow litter-
picking equipment for free from their local 
Council, library, or Country Park. 
 For more information, please visit www.
loveessex.org/news-and-ideas/litter-campaign/

OUR TALLEST STREET TREE HAS BEEN IN SAFE HANDS
THeRe iS A vigorous hybrid 
Black Poplar a little north of 
the Anisha Grange Care 
Home on the outwood 
Common Road. it is perhaps 
our town’s tallest street 
tree. A TPo designation had 
been successfully applied to 
it many years ago. last year 

gas engineers were in the area carrying out 
essential maintenance work to their services 
under the pavements and roads. However the 
engineers were very careful not to injure the root 
system when opening up their trenches. And a 
nearby resident had taken it upon himself to be 

the tree’s natural Guardian to see that it came to 
no harm. it transpired that several generations 
had lived in the same house and had taken the 
tree “under their wing” for at least130 years! This 
tree is something of a local landmark. Mature 
poplar trees benefit the environment in several 
ways. They are fast growing and exchange air 
pollution for oxygen in a significant way and filter 
impurities from the water drawn up via their roots 
prior to releasing it as evaporation from their 
leaves. The Tree wardens are also planting trees 
in our school grounds which will enhance pupils 
knowledge of the environment. Thus providing a 
beneficial natural service that is difficult to put a 
price on. billericaytreewardens@gmail.com
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MAYFloweR MoRRiS Men will perform their 
post-covid Mummers’ play twice at 10.30 a.m. 
and 11.15 a.m. on St. George’s Day, Saturday 
23rd April on the corner of Billericay High St. and 
St. edith’s lane. TOTALLY FREE. For all ages. 
Remember to boo the Dragon! See:  
www.mayflowermorris.com for further details. 

A MUMMERS’ PLAY:  
ST. GEORGE AND THE DRAGON

TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETINGS

MAy 2022
Tuesday 3 Planning
Thursday 5 Annual Town Council
Tuesday 17 Planning
Tuesday 24 Health, well Being & env
Tuesday 31 Planning

JuNE 2022
Thursday 9 F&GP
Tuesday 14 Planning
Thursday 16 Town Council
Tuesday 28 Planning

July 2022
Tuesday 5 Health, well Being & env
Tuesday 12 Planning
Thursday 14 F&GP
Tuesday 26 Planning
Thursday 28 Town Council

August 2022
Tuesday 9 Planning
Tuesday 23 Planning

All meetings are open to the public and press 
and are held at The Chantry Centre, Chantry way, 
unless otherwise stated and start at 7.00pm.


