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A bright but cool day heralded the Greening Billericay 
campaign community Green Day on the 19th June. 
Emmanuel Church in Laindon Road became the venue 

for a day of fun whilst underlining more serious messages 
about recognising environmental concerns and looking for 
practical community initiatives. 

The main church was the site for our opening ceremony. 
Our MP Mr. John Baron opened the day, remarking that 
with this campaign “we can look future generations 
in the eye and say that we did our bit”. John was 
ably supported by Cllr. Tony Ball, Leader of Basildon 
District Council, Kay Twitchen, Vice Chairman 
of Essex County Council and Terena Plowright, 
creator of the concept of the national Greening 
Campaign. My thanks go to all our special guests. 

The audience then had the privilege of enjoying the choir of 
Sunnymede Junior School singing a specially written poem by Tony Bertolla put to 
music by Mr. Nimrod, their music teacher. Then Tony read another poem he had especially 
written describing further Billericay’s green ambitions. My thanks go to Mrs. Cooke, head 
teacher of Sunnymede Junior School, Mr. Nimrod and Tony Bertolla for a delightful and 
charming introduction to the day. A fancy dress competition, using recycled material, 
was held for our younger residents: a truly magical joy to behold. The costumes were so 
colourful and innovative that it was decided that each child deserved a prize – these were 
awarded by John Baron. Please give my thanks to all the children for taking part.

During the afternoon, the main church also enjoyed a series of presentations spanning 
a whole variety of environmental and conservation issues such as the need for domestic 
insulation, litter awareness, ‘living landscapes’ wildlife conservation and minimising 
waste. These presentations were both informative and entertaining and my thanks to 
all our speakers for their time, the information they provided and their obvious passion 
for their subjects. 

The main hall and the side halls saw many environmental, conservation and green 
displays during the day. Special mention goes to all those who took the time and 

what must have been considerable efforts in designing such imaginative and thought-
provoking displays providing practical means for us all to adopt ‘green’ behaviour. Particular 
mention goes to displays from our younger people, such as schools, playschools and youth 
organisations, who demonstrated that our future safely resides in the sensible and capable 
hands of the next generation. A special thanks to Cllr Mo Larkin, Chairman of Basildon 
District Council, and Justin Griggs, from the National Association of Local Councils, who 
visited all our displays and provided great support 
during our day. 

Finally, I would like to thank all those who 
helped make the day so memorable particularly 
my fellow Town Councillors, John Smart, 
Piper Terrett and Maralyn Buchanan willing 
members of the public, Emmanuel Church 
especially the ladies who provided our 
catering facilities: £75.50 was made for 
each of their charities, Billericay Youth 
Town Council and Helen, our Town Clerk 

but especially all the members of the public 
who contributed to make the day both enjoyable and 

thought-provoking. Thank You.

David Knight – Chairman, Greening Billericay

19th June 2010 – Billericay Turns Green

For further information and general enquiries contact:
Town Clerk • Billericay Town Council • The Loft • Crown Yard • High Street • Billericay CM12 9BX

T: 01277 625732 • F: 01277 634784 • E: townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk • W: www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Official Office Opening times 9.30am - 2.30pm Mon-Fri. Outside these hours please ring as there may well be office staff present.
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THE GREENING CAMPAIGN – OUR GREEN DAY POSTER

We wanted to involve all the 
community in our Greening Billericay 
campaign and so launched a poster 
competition across Billericay’s infant 
and junior schools to design a poster 
for our Green Day on the 19th June. 
The only rules given were that posters 
should include the Green Day’s date, 
time and venue – all other ideas 
came from the children themselves. 
The posters were judged by Town 

Councillors. The winning poster was subsequently circulated 
to all households along with the Green Day programme on 
its reverse side, used as an advertisement and distributed as a 
leaflet outside some of our shops and along the High Street.

The three winners are all pupils at Sunnymede Infants School 
and their imaginative designs were 
most impressive. At a charming prize 
giving ceremony on the 24th May, the 
three winners received their prizes in 
front of their relatives, friends and 
teachers. The three winners were:

1st prize – Oliver Everett (aged 6)

2nd prize – Toby Dewis (aged 6)

3rd prize – James Graves (aged 5).

Well done to Oliver, Toby and James 
and to all the other entrants. 

David Knight – Chairman, Greening 
Billericay

THE GREENING CAMPAIGN -THE FINAL FRONTIER

How much greener can 
Billericay become?

Our Greening Billericay campaign reached its crescendo with 
our Green Day on the 19th June. Now it is time to see whether 
we have reduced Billericay’s CO2 and water consumption 
– originally about 25% more than other similar towns – and 
saved some cash as well. 

To do this, we need to 
record our individual 
efforts and commitments 
we have made in 
implementing our small 
conservation challenges 
to see the total effect 
across the town. 
Hopefully we will be 
able to give ourselves 
a collective pat on the 
back in recognition of 
our success.

Included here is a card 
which describes our 
ten challenges and their impact 
in terms of CO2, water and cash savings. We need to record 
your efforts so, please, place the card, logo-side outwards, in 
a front window in a prominent position between the 2nd and 
31st August so that they can be counted without disturbing 
you. Remember you can individually save nearly 2,000 kg of 
CO2 and over £300 per year by completing all challenges.

The results will be widely published including in the next issue 
of the Town Crier, our website and in the local press. Thank you.

David Knight – Chairman, Greening Billericay

Pupils from Sunnymede 
Infants win all the prizes

NEW TOWN 
COUNCILLOR
Ian Davie was co-opted on 
to the Council as a member 

for the West Ward at the 
meeting held on 24 June.

CLEaNER 
pavEmENTs

Arrangements have been made for a 
professional firm to undertake a blitz 

on the High Street pavements and 
clean and remove the chewing gum.

Cllr Peter Bowditch was re-elected Chairman of the Town 
Council and Cllr John Buchanan, Vice-Chairman at the 

Annual meeting held on 20 May.

TOWN WaLks 2010
These interesting Heritage walks have now commenced for 

2010 but you can still join one of the following:

Sunday - August 1st 
Saturday – August 7th 
Sunday – August 15th 
Saturday – August 21st  
Sunday – August 29th 

Saturday – September 4th 
Sunday – September 12th 

Saturday – September 18th 

The gentle walks last about 2 hours and encompass the 
Union Workhouse, the Festival Gardens and the buildings 

along the High Street.

Each walk, for which there is no charge, commences at 
1.30 pm from the Railway Station but prior booking will be 

required by contacting the Town Council Office.

Those taking part on the first of 
the 2010 Walks © Sylvia Kent



Billericay Youth Town Council

The Official Opening of the Multi Use Sports Area (MUSA) took 
place on 15th May by Cllr Peter Bowditch, Chairman of the Town 
Council and Sophie Harrison, Chairperson of the Youth Town 
Council with Vice-Chairman of the Essex County Council, Cllr 
Kay Twitchen and District Councillor Kevin Blake in attendance. 
The Town Council are grateful to Basildon District Council for 
allowing the MUSA to be located within the park and to the 
Essex County Council Youth Opportunity Fund for financial 
assistance. The MUSA is proving to be a very popular addition to 
the park.
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Official Opening of the MUSA

BILLERICAY HEALTHY SHORTCUTS

Cllrs Buchanan and Knight 
promoting the Healthy Shortcuts 

leaflet. Copies of this and the 
Billericay Circular Walks leaflet 
can be obtained free of charge 

from the Town Council Office and 
Billericay Library.

HANGING BASKETS

The magnificent hanging baskets within the High Street are 
now all in situ after a certain amount of delay because of 
problems encountered regarding the structural testing of 

the lamp columns. As a result of the tests the Town Council 
were notified that for Health & Safety reasons a number 
of columns within the High Street could not be used this 

year. So not to be deterred, and to ensure that all thirty two 
baskets were erected in the town, hanging baskets have also 
been placed on columns in Western Road, Stock Road and 

the roundabout at Sun Corner.
Over the course of the year the Essex County Council will be 
replacing a number of the lamp columns, so hopefully next 
year all the lamp columns within the High Street will be a 

blaze of colour. 
The Town Council would like to thank the following for 

providing sponsorship to assist with the Hanging Baskets:
BILLERICAY DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ASSOCIATION

BILLERICAY HORTICULTURAL SOC. • BILLERICAY COOKSHOP
E. EDWARDS, SON & NOICE • BENNETTS FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THE EMPORIUM • IAN BROWN FINANCIAL PLANNING
PETER MURRAY FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT • SANTANDER

ROTARY CLUB OF BILLERICAY MAYFLOWER
LIONS CLUB OF BILLERICAY • THE BILLERICAY SOCIETY
MESSRS B & J CLARKE • ROTARY CLUB OF BILLERICAY

What an enjoyable evening Saturday 3rd July turned out to 
be at the Emmanuel Church, Laindon Road, Billericay, when 
fourteen acts, which had won their way through the heats, 
took part in the Billericay Youth Town Council’s second Talent 
Contest. The acts were varied ranging from solo singers, duets 
and dance routines - there was even a Beat Boxer who certainly 
entertained the audience. Finally two bands completed the first 
part of the evening. It was then up to the four judges, who had 
the hard job of short listing three acts: Abi Lofthouse & Sian 
Johnson singing duet, Adrenaline Rock Band and Ten Point Too 
band. The three finalists were all requested to perform again 
and the audience invited to vote on these three acts. Ten Point 
Too was chosen as the overall winner and received a prize of 
£100. Everyone was amazed that the majority of the members 
within this band were only 11 and will surely go along way. 

Members of the Youth 
Town Council excelled in 
organising this event for 
the second year and as 
Peter Bowditch, Chairman 
of the Town Council said 
at the end of the evening 
Billericay’s got talent’ and 
our youth council makes 
him feel proud.

BYTC TALENT CONTEST
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One of the most interesting books in the museum‘s collection 
must be “Ceremonials Observed at the Funeral of Her late Most 
sacred Majesty Queen Victoria of blessed memory”. Bound 
in purple velvet, this book contains a wealth of information 
regarding the ceremonial aspects of the royal funeral.

The book contains the names of the escorts, the order in which 
heads of state followed the gun carriage bearing the late 
Queen’s remains (men separate from women), details of the 
naval procession and positions of the various ships at Spithead. 
It lists the foreign warships present to pay respect to the late 
Queen and gives details of the salute fired by Royal Navy vessels.

Interesting details and an unusual glimpse into the formalities 
of yesteryear! It is easy for us to forget today how important 
protocol was. But this brings to mind the funeral of Victoria’s 
son, Edward VII. It has often been said that the German Kaiser 
and other heads of state felt slighted when the King’s favourite 
dog took a position before them in the funeral procession of 
that monarch!

Cater MuseuM 
EvErY OBjECT TElls a 

sTOrY

aCTION FOR FamILy CaRERs
If you are a family carer who, without payment, provides 

help and support to a partner, child, relative, friend or 
neighbour, who could not manage without your help and 

you feel you need advice and support then contact the 
Brentwood, Billericay and Wickford Action for Family Carers 

on 01621 851640 or email: info@affc.org.uk

To everyone in Billericay for helping to make the Coffee Morning 
held on 22nd June at The Health Centre in aid of the 20th 
anniversary for St. Luke’s Hospice a big success. This was run 
by the newly formed Patients Participation Group (PPG) of the 
Health Centre.

We were especially grateful for the generous donations of tea, 
coffee, cakes and tombola prizes from many of our local firms. 
In addition local residents also provided us with cakes and prizes 
and we are indebted to the staff of The Health Centre for their 
contributions of time, cakes and prizes.

We would also like to thank the Town Crier, Jim Shrubb for 
donating his time and Councillor Peter Bowditch, Chairman of 
Billericay Town Council for attending the event and offering his 
support.

Thank you to everyone who turned up on the day. We are 
pleased to announce that we made the magnificent sum of 
£300. Sponsors included Waitrose, Belmonts, Clinton Cards, 
Lloyds Pharmacy, Essex County Cricket Club, Somerfield,  
The Co-op, Boots and Shadforth Pharmacy.

a BIG THaNk yOU

Dr Clear Hill, Head of Practice with Anita Welch, fundraiser for St. Luke’s The Town Crier, Jim Shrubb, making himself heard!

WaLkING IN EssEX
www.walkinginessex.co.uk is a website packed with useful 

information for walkers.

With more than 430 walks to download and print, free 
of charge, and details of around 100 guided walks every 
month, it also has books of walks, contact details for all 

the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether 
you want to walk on your own or with a group all the 

information is there in one place.

The Town Council also has a Healthy Shortcuts guide and 
Circular Walks brochures for Billericay.

THE mayFLOWER WINE aNd sOCIaL 
CLUB: meet on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 

the Day Centre, Chantry Way at 8 pm. They have speakers, 
wine tastings, quizzes, musical evenings plus outings and 

holidays. New members are always welcome.

Basildon district art trail
Look out for art work in local shops during the period 

16th-20th September. The Basildon District Art Trail will be 
coming to Billericay when local artwork will be displayed in 
various locations in the High Street and around the town.
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congratulations to: 
Churches Together in Billericay on their wonderful Festival in 
St Mary Magdalen during the weekend 11th/12th/13th June 

which celebrated ‘Billericay’.

Cater Museum on their 50th anniversary celebrations on 
Saturday 8th May, a number of people in attendance at this 

event including John Baron, MP.

The Billericay and Wickford Trefoil Guild on the flower bed 
planted within Lake Meadows to mark the 100th anniversary 
of Girl Guiding. Also in attendance were Cllr Peter Bowditch, 

Chairman of Billericay Town Council and Cllr. Ron Livesey, Vice-
Chairman of Basildon District Council.

concessionary Bus Pass consultation
Did you know that from 1st April, 2011 the Essex County 

Council will be responsible for issuing your concessionary bus 
pass and would like to know your opinions about your bus pass.

For more information and to request a survey please call  
0845 743 0430 or visit any library or council office in Essex.

You can also complete the consultation on line at  
www.essex.gov.uk/buspass

Do not miss out on this opportunity

Billericay 1st Responders needs more volunteers. We are 
sent by the Ambulance Service to provide first aid until 
the ambulance arrives. We mainly respond to heart and 

breathing problems and our work can make all the difference 
to a patient. Training is provided by the Ambulance Service. If 
you are interested in this vital work please contact Jim Devlin 

on 01277 656937 or cfr@devlin.plus.com

Help us to provide this vital service to the community.

Can YOu hElp as a 
COmmuniTY firsT 

rEspOnDEr?

Are you new to the area, have you got 
a copy of the Town Guide? This booklet 
which can be obtained free of charge from 
the Billericay Town Council offices or the 
Library contains, amongst other things 
details about the Town Council, Billericay 
Clubs & Societies, Arts & Crafts, Sport, 
History, Religion and Education. There is 
also a section on places of interest in and 
around Billericay and useful contact details.




