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Billericay in Bloom
2017

T

he annual prize giving ceremony for this popular competition was
held on Friday, July 25th at the Canon Roche Social Centre.
The evening was led by the Town Council Chairman Jim Devlin and
the prizes were presented by Cllr Moira Moore, Chairman of the
Billericay in Bloom working party, Cllr Jo Clark, Vice-Chair of the Town
Council and a number of the sponsors of the event.
Cllr Moore said “We had a great response from residents and
businesses this year who wanted to enter our competition. The Town
Council employs professional Royal Horticultural Society judges who
commented that the standard of entries was excellent and made judging
difficult to decide which entries were the winners. It was pleasing that
four Billericay churches entered our “Church Grounds” category this year.

Basildon Borough
Council – Investment
in Billericay
Basildon Council’s new Policy and Resources Committee met
recently to discuss the possible cancellation of three previously
approved projects, two in Billericay and one in nearby South Green.
Of those in Billericay, one (a refurbishment of the High Street), was
authorised to proceed but the second, an investment of £150,000 to
carry out essential works in the Lake Meadows swimming pool was
referred to the Environment and Regeneration Committee for further
consideration.
The Town Council has written to the chairmen of the relevant
committees in Basildon to express its regret at the possible loss of
investment for the swimming pool and its lack of involvement in the
discussions for both this and the High Street refurbishment project.
We have requested that a council Officer comes to brief the Town
Council on the details of the investments in our town to help us
understand exactly what is proposed for each of the projects; to allow
us to determine the implications of those projects (for example how it
might impact the Christmas Light Switch-On); to provide input based
upon local knowledge and to help us understand why both previously
authorised projects have taken so long to deliver.
	At the time of writing we have yet to receive a reply.

BILLERICAY
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
SWITCH ON
Summer holidays are a distant memory but from the
beginning of September it’s only 79 days to the Christmas Lights
Switch On. Put Sunday 19th November in your diaries and bring children
of all ages to the High Street to watch local schools, clubs and musicians
perform before the big switch on at 4.30pm.
The High Street will be closed as usual from the traffic lights at
Western Road to just past St. Mary Magdalen Church. All car parks will
still be accessible. Watch out for further updates nearer the time.

For further information and general enquiries contact: Town Clerk
Billericay Town Council • The Loft • Crown Yard • High Street • Billericay CM12 9BX
T: 01277 625732 • E: townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk • W: www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Official Office Opening times 9.30am - 12.30pm Mon-Fri. Outside these hours please ring as there may well be office staff present.
Details of Town Councillors can be obtained
@BillericayTC
BillericayTownCouncil
from the Town Council website or Offices.

Vandalism Damage

Town Council Repairs to Damage

SKATEPARK REPAIRS
In early summer vandalism struck the town’s skate park in Lake
Meadows once again. End panels were broken and needed replacement.
For skaters the wooden ramp does have a number of advantages over
the more rigid concrete types but sadly it is even easier for this type to
fall prey to selfish vandalism. As soon as the Town Council became
aware of this they contacted their repair specialists and Basildon Council
immediately closed the skatepark to prevent possible injury.
During the repair work our contractors discovered further damage
to the main surface caused by wear and tear. This has now also been
repaired.
Vandalism is unacceptable. We have relatively few facilities for
younger people in the town and this is a much loved facility. However,
there is a limit to what the Town Council can justify spending of your
money on repairing damage of this kind. We do not want to see the
skatepark closed permanently – and we are sure our residents don’t
either – so we are asking you to help us.
If you see any vandalism taking place, please report it to the
Police on 101 immediately. If you can safely take photographs of the
perpetrators do so and let the Police have them. Please also let the Town
Council know immediately; often the greatest damage is not caused by
the initial vandalism but by subsequent vandalism if the original damage
is left un-repaired.

Merchant Navy Day
Billericay Town Council, in common with many other local Councils,
was proud to fly the Red Ensign on Merchant Navy Day, 3rd September.
The 3rd September 1939 marked the outbreak of the Second World War,
but few people are aware it also marks the first British maritime casualty
of the conflict, the merchant navy vessel SS Athenia, torpedoed just a few
hours after hostilities were declared, with the loss of 128 passengers and
crew.
During the ensuing war 4786 British merchant vessels were sunk with
the loss of 32000 men; the totals for the First World War were 3705 vessels
and 1700 men.
Today British seafarers still work on the oceans of the world
underpinning the vast majority of international commerce that keeps our
economy buoyant. Flying the Red Duster for Merchant Navy Day is a visual
demonstration of the debt we all owe to merchant seamen, past and
present.
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Skatepark Ready for Users Again

Theo at a Planning meeting with Cllrs Jo Clark,
Jim Devlin and Lesley Mitchelmore

WORK EXPERIENCE
AT THE TOWN COUNCIL
The Town Council recently hosted a two week work experience
placement for a Year 10 student from St. John’s School. Theo Taylor has
an interest in politics and thought that it would be good to experience
local government at grass roots level which is why he applied to do his
work experience with us.
Theo got involved with every aspect of the administrative duties the
staff undertake, including attending committee meetings. At the end of
the placement he said “I found the work at the Town Council really
interesting and varied and I thoroughly enjoyed my two weeks working
there.” Theo proved how much he enjoyed working with us by
subsequently becoming a member of the Billericay Youth Town Council!
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Billericay Tree
Warden Scheme

Garden Guardian
Appointed for
Festival Gardens
Following our previous appeal for local residents to take on
guardianship roles of our local green spaces, we were contacted by Mr
Peter Quintrell and are pleased to report that he is now our first Garden
Guardian for Festival Gardens.
Peter said that it was his wife who first drew his attention to the
advertisement in the Town Crier, and it resonated with him as he has
two memorial shrubs planted there in memory of family members.
Having not long retired Peter found himself with some free time and
having noticed that the gardens were sometimes untidy felt that this
was an ideal opportunity to do something which benefits the
community. If anyone else would like to join Peter then please contact
the Town Clerk.

Dementia Friends
Training
As dementia is such an important health issue for society, Councillors
attended training in order to become aware of the issues facing those
with dementia and to find out how they could help locally. Training was
given by Sara Tupper of Hallmark Care Homes which highlighted that
dementia:
• is not a natural part of ageing.
• is caused by diseases of the brain.
•	it is not just about losing memory – it can affect thinking,
communicating and doing everyday tasks.
• it’s possible to live well with dementia.
• there’s more to a person than the dementia.
The training focussed on assisting those with dementia to cope with
normal life. Examples were given like not rushing those with dementia
at the supermarket till but giving them time to pack their shopping
away and visiting those with dementia. Councillors were also informed
that there were over one hundred different kinds of dementia, one of
these being Alzheimers. Councillors gained a greater insight into aiding
those with dementia and some signed up to become a Dementia Friend.
If you would like to become a friend please contact Sara on:
01277 658529 or email: sara.tupper@hallmarkcarehomes.co.uk.
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The Town Council are considering setting up a Tree Warden Scheme
for the Billericay area. Trees are extremely important to our environment.
They do not just provide us with beautiful scenery. Trees are an integral
part of the landscape of Billericay and its aesthetic appeal. They are the
lungs of the town, producing oxygen and filtering out pollutants. They
also provide homes, transit points and food for varying wildlife.
There are a number of old and/or established trees in our area and
new healthy trees that we wish to preserve. The Local Plan itself is
proposing development on some greenfield sites that contain trees and
hedgerows that are an indication of a historical boundary to the town
and therefore part of our cultural heritage.
So what are Tree Wardens and what is the aim behind the scheme?
Tree Wardens will be a team of approximately six local volunteers
with one team leader. Their role might include:
a)	Checking trees that are on proposed or active building sites and
doing their best to ensure they are not felled or removed without
permission or good reason.
b)	Checking with Basildon Borough Council (BBC) whether specific trees
are protected by Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) – especially obvious
established trees – and if not apply to get them registered with a
TPO. This gives them protection against felling unless permission is
specifically granted by the BBC.
c)	Potentially sit at some BBC Planning meetings to put forward a case
for preserving trees that a planner or builder might want to remove.
d)	Reviewing trees in the area that could be in danger of being felled
due to their location for future potential building sites e.g. the Local
Plan. Trees are sometimes felled before plans go in for decision to
stop them forming part of any planning restrictions. We want to
minimize these actions.
e)	Give educational talks in the local schools.
f)	Encourage and assist owners to protect healthy young trees as these
will become the mature trees of the future.
Where are we now and what are the next steps?
The Town Council is to obtain advice from the Tree Council on the
best way to recruit and train the Tree Wardens. We are aware that the
Team Leader needs to be passionate and knowledgeable about what he
or she is doing so they can guide and manage the group effectively.
We are in the early stages of this exciting potential new scheme but
please look out for updates on this topic. In the meantime if there are
any interested local people wishing to be considered for this team,
please let the Town Clerk know, by leaving your name, contact details
and any experience in this field.

Billericay Town Crier

Page 3

Youth
Town
Council

BILLERICAY YOUTH TOWN
COUNCIL TALENT SHOW
This is for all keen and enthusiastic young musicians, singers,
magicians, dancers, entertainers. Are you looking for somewhere to
demonstrate your talent? If you are between 11 and 18 years of age this
could be your opportunity. The Youth Town Council will be holding a
talent show on January 26th. This is not a competition but will allow
budding new young talents to showcase what they can do. If you are
interested or would like more information please contact the Town Clerk
by telephoning 01277 625732 or via email: townclerk@
billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk.

BILLERICAY YOUTH TOWN
COUNCIL
The Billericay Youth Town Council
held its last meeting before the summer
recess and a fond farewell was said to
members Harrison Birch, Chairman from
2013 to 2016, Ellis Sullivan, Chairman
2017 and Jack Wood who left to go to
work and university. We wish them well
in their future roles.
	As a result there are some vacancies
Ellis Sullivan and Rotary Club
on the Youth Town Council. If you know
Chairman Peter Greene
of any 11 to 18 year olds who would be
interested in joining please contact the
Town Clerk via email: townclerk@
billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk or on 01277
625732.
The Youth Town Council gets involved
in many aspects of town life. They are
Harrison Birch (centre)
involved with the Christmas Lights,
chairing a YTC meeting
Remembrance Day, Fireworks at Lake
Meadows, the Soapbox Derby and many other events, including more recent
activities such as team building at Stubbers Farm and a visit to the Houses
of Parliament.

Chantry Way Update
In this year’s Town Council Annual Report we highlighted that the
Chantry Way Centre was rapidly reaching the end of its life and that we
were embarking on a feasibility study to look at renovating or replacing
the facility.
	Our vision is to see any new building host not only the Town Council
but also provide a modern, centrally located facility which can be used as
a hub by community groups as well as commercial concerns.
Following a tender process local architects Ingleton Wood

were selected to come up with options for the future. Their main
recommendation was that the condition of Chantry Way meant that
retaining some or all of the existing structure was not feasible and that a
new building was required.
We now move to the next stage which will involve a full review of
the plans with amendments being incorporated into the design; detailed
costing and financing proposals and timescales.

‘Gone Too Soon’
Bereavement
Support

Plant a Shrub
Tuesday 11 October 2017 at 2:00pm
Would you like to plant a shrub in Billericay’s Festival Gardens to commemorate a loved
one? If so, then please get in touch with the Town Council office. For a small fee of £15 you
will be able to select your shrub and place it in the beautiful and tranquil surroundings of
the Festival Gardens in Crown Road at the end of the High Street.
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Gone too Soon Bereavement Support is for
parents who have lost a son or daughter.
The meetings are held on the third Monday
of each month and the venue is Reids, 66-68
Laindon Road, Billericay, CM12 9LD from 7.00pm
- 9.00pm.
There is not enough support in the local
community and by starting this new group, it is
aimed to give parents the opportunity to come
together, to talk to people who can relate and
understand how it feels to lose a son or daughter,
and offer counselling through this grief journey.
If any local companies/organisations would
like to be included in helping to support this
very worthy and much needed group by making
a financial donation, please contact Linda for a
chat.
For further details about the group, please
contact Linda on 07387 805406 or email
lyn-currie@hotmail.co.uk
September 2017

FERRARI 70th BIRTHDAY PARADE
STARTED AT BILLERICAY

BILLERICAY ART TRAIL
RECEIVES GRANT FROM
BILLERICAY TOWN COUNCIL
The Town Council was pleased to respond to a grant request for
£500 from the Billericay Art Trail to help them fund new advertising
banners.
The Billericay Art Trail is an annual event which showcases art by
local artists as well as increasing footfall in shops and community
spaces in and near the High Street.
Running from the 8th to the 23rd September it promises to be
bigger and better than ever. With works by over fifty artists in thirty
shops and community facilities there will be a wealth of talent on
display. Activities will be available for all ages: young families can take
part in an “I Spy” Art Trail as well as enjoy the free Kid’s Art & Craft
sessions. There will be “Try it and See” taster sessions from origami
to Tiffany glass making. The finalists of the PhotoFold “Children’s
Photography Competition” will be on display; you’ll be able to watch
artists in action at the very first “Billericay Portrait Artist of the Year”
competition, and there is even a Virtual Reality 3D Painting Experience
where you can try painting using a VR headset!
Programmes will be available in the Library, St Mary’s and in other
venues along the High Street shortly before the Trail commences and
also available online at www.BillericayArtTrail.org

Girlguiding Needs More Leaders in Billericay 2nd
Burstead Brownies and other groups in Billericay
have become so popular that Girlguiding is
on the lookout for adult volunteers to join our
teams as Leaders with Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides, to give girls opportunities for fun, friendship, challenge and
adventure! We meet early evenings on most weekdays during term time.
	Our Leaders and Assistant Leaders run activities, games, projects and
events that give girls the opportunity to discover their potential and learn
new skills. You’ll be supported to complete our leadership qualification, with
training on everything from planning activities to safety.
We welcome volunteers of all backgrounds, ages, cultures, faiths and
abilities. As this role works directly with young people, you will be required
to complete a criminal record disclosure check. If you are interested in
knowing more, don’t wait for the new term please contact: Janet Nelson,
Billericay Division Commissioner.
	Email: girlguidingbillericay@gmail.com Phone: 01268 730166.
Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young women in the UK.
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Not since the Billericay Town Carnival, some years ago, have
so many people lined Billericay High Street. A once in a lifetime
procession of 108 Ferraris started from Sun Corner at 1.15 pm on
Saturday 22nd July 2017. The cars were escorted by five police motorcycles
to clear the road ahead and hold back traffic at road junctions.
Some drivers were able to give high fives to the children as they travelled
slowly down the High Street. The Ferrari convoy travelled from the High
Street to Stock and then on to Chelmsford, Maldon and ended in Colchester.
The parade was organised by Lancaster Ferrari. 41 Club raised money
for Whizz-Kidz and other monies were collected by local community clubs –
the Lions, two Rotaries, Scouts, Cubs, and Round Table. Thanks are due to
the Red Lion for the use of their P.A. systems and many others who helped
on the day. The people of Billericay who attended, in their great numbers,
made the event memorable.
We are very lucky in Billericay to have so many clubs that are willing
to work together and volunteer to help at events such as this one, and the
Soapbox Derby, the Summerfest, the Firework Display and the Christmas
Market. The clubs that assisted on the day would not exist if they did not
have the members who give up their time plus the support they get from
the people of Billericay.
Originally this shop
was all owned by
Houghton’s and had
two distinct shops, a
drapers and a grocers.
By the time of this
photograph (around
1955) we can see that
the drapers shop has
been replaced by Harris
Brothers electrical
shop. In the window
of Harris Brothers one
can just about make
out radio sets and a
television, still very new
in the early fifties. The
hanging sign on the far
left is advertising PYE,
a Cambridge based electrical and communications company which was
bought out by Phillips in 1976.
Harris Brothers, on the left, was for many years occupied by
Blockbuster Video. Blockbuster closed in April 2013, when the company
went into receivership and this was one of the outlets that were not
performing well enough to be retained by the administrators in the
hope of selling as a going concern. The shop is now a jewelers.
Houghtons on the right became the Woolwich Building Society which
closed during the reorganization after the Barclays take-over. Today this
shop is one of many hairdressers in the town.

Houghtons,
103 High Street
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CHANTRY WAY CENTRE
COMMUNITY FACILITY FOR HIRE

TWO SPECIAL CONSTABLES
wanted FOR OUR TOWN

Your Town Council runs the community building in Chantry Way (situated
behind Ravens Bakery and Harry’s Bar just off the High Street) from Basildon
Borough Council. There is a large meeting room and kitchen facilities available
to hire daytime, evenings and weekends at very competitive rates which are
discounted for over 50s and community groups. If you are interested and would
like further information please contact the Town Clerk on 01277 625732 or email:
bookings@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk.
Some of the groups that meet there are shown below. If you would like to be
put in touch with any of them please contact the Town Council office.
Group
Meets
Billericay Society
Wednesday monthly
Billericay Horticultural Society
Monday monthly
Billericay Model Railway Group
Wednesday monthly
Good Companions Club
2nd & 4th Wednesdays monthly
Mayflower Wine Club
Wednesday monthly
Norsey Wood Society
Monday quarterly
Pilatezone
Tuesday evenings 7.45pm
Sixty Plus Welcome Club
Tues, Thurs, Fri mornings from 9.30am
Stepping Forward Bereavement Group 1st and 3rd Saturday monthly

Billericay Town Council has taken the decision to fund the
recruitment and expenses of two part-time Special Constables
for the town. The Town Council encourages people who wish
to serve the community to volunteer in these important roles as
voluntary Police Officers.
Do you want to be at the heart of the community of Billericay
working to keep safe the people living, working and visiting our
town, and being recognised as a local peace keeper? Then visit:
essex.police.uk/specials or twitter: #MyOtherLife.

MY COMMUNITY
MY OPPORTUNITY
MY OTHER LIFE

Town Council Meetings
September 2017
Tue
Thur
Thur
Tue

5 Planning
7 Finance & GP
14 Full Council
19 Planning

October 2017
Tue
Tue
Tue
Thur
Thur
Tue

3 Planning
10 Environment
17 Planning
19 Finance & GP
26 Full Council
31 Planning

November 2017

Tue
Tue
Tue
Thur

14 Planning
21 Environment
28 Planning
30 Finance & GP

SPECIAL CONSTABULARY

NOW RECRUITING

December 2017

Tue
12 Planning
Thur
14 Full Council
All meetings are open to the public and
press and are held in The Coach House,
Crown Yard, unless otherwise stated
and start at 7.00pm.

B I L L E R I C AY
#MyOtherLife
Constable and play a part in keeping your neighbourhood safe.

Billericay Council are supporting Essex Police to increase local and visible policing in their area.

B I L L E R I C AY T O W N C O U N C I L L O R S
Name
Address
Phone No.
Cllr A Adshead
29 The Meadow Way CM11 2HL	
01277 632104
Cllr J Blair
35 Sun Street CM12 9LW
07814 166288
Cllr R Chapman
99 Church Street CM11 2TS
01277 657696
Cllr J Clark
33 Carson Road CM11 1SA	
01277 659842
Cllr R Clark
1 Wick Glen CM12 0HS
07802 425842
Cllr J Dansey
39 Ian Road CM12 0JZ
07821 586786
Cllr M Dear
12 Redwing Drive CM11 2PG
01277 622499
Cllr J Devlin
231 Perry Street CM12 0NZ
01277 656937
Cllr C Dyer
6 Montpelier Close CM12 0UH
01277 625732
Cllr D Hayden	Laurel Cottage 7 The Grove CM11 1AU	
01277 656221
Cllr J Hughes
4 Stuart Way CM11 2LJ
01277 654884
Cllr L Mitchelmore
32 Bellevue Road CM12 9HB
01277 658111
Cllr V MacManus
31 Kings Way CM11 2QF
01277 525231
Cllr M Moore
47 Laindon Road CM12 9LG
01277 627266
Cllr M Roessler
9 Second Avenue CM12 9PR
07760 373070
Cllr D Spencer
Fir Tree Lodge 16 Back Lane CM4 9DG
01277 829750
Cllr A Talboys
8 Wren Close CM11 2YU	
01277 657576
Cllr M Thomas
39 Chestwood Close CM12 0PB
01277 650453
Cllr F Tomlin
2 Ruskin Dene CM12 0AN	
01277 625692
Cllr J Tutton
11 Bluebell Wood CM12 0ES
01277 655443
CHAIRMAN:
Cllr Jim Devlin
Telephone:
TOWN CLERK:
Deborah Tonkiss
Telephone:
Billericay Town Council	E-Mail:
The Loft, Crown Yard, High Street
Website:
Billericay, Essex CM12 9BX

E-Mail
Ward
adam.adshead@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
jessica.blair@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
SW
robert.chapman@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
jo.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
richard.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
james.dansey@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
marie.dear@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
jim.devlin@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
colin.dyer@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
derek.hayden@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
james.hughes@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
lesley.mitchelmore@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
victoria.macmanus@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
SW
moira.moore@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
SW
martin.roessler@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
daphne.spencer@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
alan.talboys@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk	E
mark.thomas@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
frank.tomlin@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
james.tutton@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
W
01277 625732
01277 625732
townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk

Contributions may be edited and acceptance and publication of all articles is subject to the Town Council’s Terms and Conditions as shown on the website.
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