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THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE BILLERICAY TOWN COUNCIL

“THERE BUT NOT THERE”
TOMMIES WAR MEMORIAL
ILLUMINATION

I

THE BILLERICAY COMMUNITY
COMES TOGETHER

n November 2017 the Town Council decided
to continue with one of the High Street
improvement projects that had been cancelled
by the previous administration at Basildon
Borough Council. This was to enhance the War
Memorial by illumination at night. As 2018
marked the Centenary of the end of WW1 it was
felt that the Town Council should also place two
“There But Not There” Tommy silhouettes at the
Memorial as part of the nationwide tribute. As
after WW1 the War Memorial was funded by
public subscription the Town Council decided
funds for these enhancements would also be
raised in that way.
The Council received many offers of support
towards the lighting project and local company
Russell Stillwell Building Services very kindly
provided all the required cabling, lights and
installation free of charge. This meant the
electrical connection to a lamp column and the
Tommy silhouettes were the only thing that the
Council had to pay for. It was decided that the
Town Council would go down the crowd funding
route as so many residents had indicated they
were keen to be involved. The Crowd funding
was a huge success and there are even funds
left over to further enhance the War Memorial
this year with new paving and repairs to the
stonework.
The Council sincerely appreciates every single
donation made and therefore would like to
publicly thank the following for their generosity:

Organisations
Bennetts Funeral Directors
Billericay District Residents
Association
Borough Cllr David Dadds / Basildon
Borough Council
Emmanuel Church
Lions Club of Billericay
Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower
Rotary Club of Billericay
St John the Divine Church
Stockbrook Ladies Probus Group

Individuals
Jo Brown
Paul Carr
Helen Clark
David Crest
Dominic Cripps
Pennie Durell
Sandra Godfrey
Lisa Greenan
Elaine Hall
Sarah Hawkes
Sadie Johnson
Tracey Kernaghan

Jonathan Kirby
Louise Loss
Neil Marshall
R Masters
Maria Mence
Lori Mountford
Lucy Murray
Graham Page
Pauline Randall
Teresa Sharpe
Stefan Sheriden
Catherine Thwaites
Toby Weston

Esther Wilkins
Lois Woodger
Town
Councillors
Cllr Adam Adshead
Cllr Bob Chapman
Cllr Jo Clark
Cllr Richard Clark
Cllr Jim Devlin
Cllr Moira Moore
Cllr Carl Roberts
Cllr Gareth Talbot
Cllr Mark Thomas

For further information and general enquiries contact: Town Clerk
Billericay Town Council • The Loft • Crown Yard • High Street • Billericay CM12 9BX
T: 01277 625732 • E: townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk • W: www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Official Office Opening times 9.30am - 12.30pm Mon-Fri. Outside these hours please ring as there may well be office staff present.
Details of Town Councillors can be obtained
BillericayTownCouncil
@BillericayTC
from the Town Council website or Offices.

TOWN COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
DONATES TO CHARITY LUNCH

CHANTRY CENTRE
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

On Christmas Day Emmanuel Church in
Laindon Road opened its doors to anyone
for Christmas Day Lunch. The idea was
good food and good company on Christmas
Day and was open to couples, people on
their own, or families. There was no charge
and lifts were provided if necessary. This
worthwhile event, particularly for those for
whom Christmas can be a difficult time,
Chairman, Cllr Jim Devlin
was seen by the Town Council as
something that they would like to support. The Council’s powers are
limited in relation to donations and the Chairman suggested that he
make a donation of £150 from his allowance, which he does not take,
but reserves for this sort of use. The Town Council hope those that
attended had a very Merry Christmas.

It was expected that the old Chantry Way Centre building would be
demolished by now, however there have been delays getting the utility
services removed. Unfortunately this has been further delayed by
squatters. At the time of writing this update a pre-contract meeting is
expected to be held within the next two weeks to finalise the demolition
work schedule. It should only take two or three weeks to remove the old
building and secure the site, but we ask that residents take care when
walking across the access road between Ravens Bakery and The Chequers
during this time as there will be will be large vehicles going to and from
the site during the works. The Council will use our website and social
media to keep residents updated. Basildon Borough Council has recently
granted planning permission for the new centre and it is hoped that we
will be able to give an update on the build progress in the next Town Crier.
If you would like more in depth information please go to the website
www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk or contact the Town Clerk.

FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE
2018 marked the first year that Billericay Town Council joined with
Brian and Beryl Ford to present The Festival of Remembrance Concert
held at Emmanuel Church on the evening of Saturday 10th November.
It was an evening of music and a tribute to the Centenary of the end
of the First World War. It also included the formal Act of Remembrance.
There was music from the Harmony Brass Band Ensemble, soloists, the
Sutherland and Highland Pipers and a procession from the uniformed
services. Extracts were read from actual diaries kept by a soldier in the
trenches, Gunner Walter Fox, giving a poignant reminder of life there.
His son, Frank Fox, was present to talk to anyone interested.
The evening was very well supported and extremely enjoyable.
A profit of £1266 was divided equally between the Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal and Help For Heroes.

TOWN COUNCIL FESTIVAL OF
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
On Saturday, November 24th 2018 the switch on of the Christmas
lights once again heralded in the Christmas festivities in the town. This
year the ceremony was held on Sun Corner. It is a community event
which brings together families and friends in a safe and enjoyable
environment.
Music was provided by High Voltage Big Band who also brought
along two singers. Choirs from St Peter’s RC School and Mayflower
School entertained us together with performances from Dance Steps
Academy and Helen Arber Performing Arts. Everyone joined in with the
carol singalong and Father Christmas was there to have photos taken
with the children and give out sweets.
Thank you to all who came along to support the event and thank
you to all the service organisations who helped to make the event run
smoothly Billericay Lions, 2393 (Billericay) Squadron Air Cadets and the
Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower and thank you to all the performers.

PRECEPT 2019/20
At the Town Council meeting of 13th
December it was agreed to raise the precept
by 2% to cover the impact of inflation and increases in
supplier costs. For a typical Band D property this
equates to an increase of 45 pence per year, or less
than 2p per month for a typical Band D property.
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LOCAL PLAN UPDATE
The Town Council’s response to the Local Plan Regulation 19
Consultation has now been submitted to Basildon Borough Council.
Members of the Planning Committee spent a long time carefully
reviewing all the documents (over 1,000 pages) and have produced a
31 page document which can be viewed on the website
www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Youth
Town
Council

BYTC TONIGHT WE ARE YOUNG
TALENT SHOWCASE
Billericay Youth Town Councillors turned out in force on Friday
January 25th to present an evening of Billericay’s young talent. This was
the second year of the showcase which gives an opportunity for some of
the amazing talented young acts in Billericay to perform. There was a
superb range of singers, musicians and dancers, Zoe Lugg and Oliver
Grimes, Julia Bonnier, Rosie Lugg and Holly, Alex Hintz, Jasmine
Margalit, Ella Botton and Live, Love, Dance all made the evening very
special. The evening was hosted by Youth Town Councillor Joe Short.
Profits from the evening will be put towards starting a fund for the
Skatepark in Lake Meadows, as the original had to be demolished due
to continued vandalism.

L-R: Town Clerk Deborah Tonkiss, Town Cllr Moira Moore, Hoss Atri
from Essex & Herts Air Ambulance, Town Cllr Jo Clark, from N Shelley
Laura Phipps, Victoria Bulgin and Sarah Palmer

BEST DRESSED WINDOW
COMPETITION
Every Christmastime Billericay Town Council holds a competition to
decide the best dressed Christmas shop window. It is judged by
members of the Billericay Youth Town Council. This year the honour
goes to N Shelley whose delightful design impressed everyone.
Congratulations to them. They won a cheque of £100 to be donated to
a local charity of their choice, and they chose Essex & Herts Air
Ambulance.
Highly recommended certificates went to The Crown Public House,
The Gift Box and The Olive Branch.
Congratulations to everyone.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

Photo Courtesy of the Red Lion

WAR MEMORIAL DEDICATION
The Billericay First World War Memorial was unveiled on Sunday 16th
October 1921 by Major General Sir William Thwaites and Rev. S L
Brown, the Rector of Fryerning Parish Church who conducted the
dedication service.
This memorial was erected because there was a desire to mark the
fallen in some way. This desire was being expressed in towns and
villages all over the country. By 1920 this had reached a peak and
Billericay made plans to have a Memorial. In October of that year it was
decided the best way of honouring the fallen was to have a cross
erected on the land to the north of St Mary Magdelen church in the High
Street. By February it was decided that a Public War Memorial
Committee would be charged with the cost and erection of the
Memorial.
Work to install the memorial was quick and the unveiling and
dedication were done in time for the third anniversary of the armistice.
The method by which names appeared on the Memorial is lost but it
probably was up to relatives to put forward names of loved ones. Thus
some names appear on more than one Memorial in the area and some
of the men remembered were not residents of Billericay before the war.
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The 100th anniversary
of the Armistice in
1918 fell on a Sunday
and so the
Remembrance Service
was held in the High
Street exactly 100
years since the guns
fell silent. This added
to the atmosphere that
morning and it
certainly added to the
numbers, which were
greater than have ever
been experienced. The
Chairman of the Town
Council, Cllr Jim Devlin,
was honoured to read
a passage during the
service and to lay the
wreath on behalf of
the Council, and the
Vice Chairman and
Youth Town Councillors
laid a wreath on behalf
of the Youth Town
Council. The newly
Photo Courtesy of The Chequers
cleaned Memorial
gleamed in the sunshine, which the crowds appreciated. Billericay can
be rightfully proud of the way that it remembers those who gave their
lives so that we could be free.
This year the War Memorial was graced by two “There but not there”
Tommies and to mark the 100th anniversary were floodlit at night (see
article on the funding of this project).
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COMMUNITY SPECIAL
CONSTABLES

Citizen of the Year, Kay Baker, with Air Cadets

LIGHTING OF THE
SUN CORNER BEACON
On the evening of Sunday, November 11th, Billericay residents
gathered at Sun Corner to commemorate the Centenary of the end of
World War One. Billericay Town Council was proud to be part of the
nationwide lighting of 1,000 beacons across the country.
High Voltage Big Band played as the crowds gathered. Standard
Bearers from the Air Cadets and the Royal British Legion were on guard
at the Beacon. Chairman of the Council Cllr. Jim Devlin welcomed the
assembled crowd. Rev. Margaret Fowler read ‘A Tribute to the Millions’
which honoured all those who served their country in some form or
another. Piper Jack Henderson played a moving ‘The Battle’s O’er’
followed by the bugler playing ‘The Last Post’. There was a minute’s
silence before ‘Reveille’. The Citizen of the Year, Kay Baker, then lit the
Beacon and the audience shone their torches in the air and the Town
Crier, Jim Shrubb read the proclamation ‘A Cry for Peace’.
This was a moving and memorable tribute and end to the
Remembrance Weekend.

You probably care most about the places where you walk, cycle or
drive; where you exercise the dog, go for a jog, let your kids out to play
or where you pop to the shops. You might have thought that you don’t
see enough “Bobbies on the Beat” in these places? Well, why don’t you
volunteer as a Community Special Constable and be that bobby?
Essex Police in association with Billericay Town Council are looking to
recruit two Special Constables in our community. Community Special
Constables are something new, something different, something that
delivers visible policing at a really local level.
A Community Special Constable is more focussed than other Specials,
they dedicate their voluntary service to the area that matters most to
them – in this case Billericay. In return the Town Council covers the
allowances and expenses of the officers rather than the main police
budget and we have a say in the issues that these Specials deal with.
Community Special Constables will get the same training as regular
officers and will have to complete the same accreditation, but once
they’ve got independent patrol status then they can really get
committed to their local communities.
If you’re looking for breadth to your policing duties then applying as
a generic Special Constable is probably best for you, but if you’re
looking for depth, if you’re looking to make a dedicated difference to
your own area, to problem solve, to build relationships and be
recognised as a local peacekeeper then the Community Special
Constable route is for you.
For more information go to
www.essex.police.uk/Specials/Billericay

TOWN COUNCIL DONATES
SNOOKER TABLE
As part of the redevelopment of the Chantry Way Centre Billericay
Town Council has donated the snooker table to local care home Anisha
Grange. Cllr Carl Roberts said, “Residents are very grateful that Billericay
Town Council has donated this fantastic snooker table.” Residents can
continue playing and it gives the opportunity for others to learn.

BILLERICAY CHORAL SOCIETY SPRING CONCERT
SATURDAY 16th MARCH 2019 AT 7.30pm
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY
THE CHOIR WILL BE SINGING VIVALDI GLORIA
For further details please contact: Chris Kempson on 01277 656443
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ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
LIBRARY CONSULTATION
Whilst Essex County Council acknowledges “Libraries play a
unique role in society for reading, learning, digital access and culture,”
it is planning to close some libraries in Essex. A public consultation is
being held – Essex Future Library Services Strategy (2019-2024). The
consultation documents, which are available on the consultation website,
outline the future plans for providing library services including some
libraries being run by volunteers. If you oppose the closure of libraries or
welcome the changes please respond to the consultation online via
www.essex.gov.uk/libraries-consultation by 20th February 2019
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THE BILLERICAY TREE WARDENS
Raising Awareness of our Trees
Tree Facts – Did you know? During the day a tree’s leaves track the
sun so as to maximize photosynthesis thus converting sunlight into
sugars. Thus the leaves of a mature oak rotate in unison from dawn to
dusk to face the sun (Solar farm technology take note!). During the
summer a mature oak can soak up as much as 60 gallons of water per
day from the soil. The transpiration of the water through the leaves
adds to the atmospheric ambience and to our well being especially in
hot summers.
It is quite heartening to chat to Arboricultural Association accredited
tree surgeons as their tree work not only reflects the care required to
maintain a tree’s health but reflects the years spent in college learning
the craft in all its aspects. It is clear that they all have one thing in
common, a passion for trees and are keen to express that. These are the
guys to contact for advice with regards to tree work.
The Billericay Tree Warden group have recently commenced tree
planting projects on the community green areas within the town and
plan more of the same. Basildon Borough Council have advised them
that putting Tree Protection Orders (TPOs) in place can cost up to
£12,000 per tree.
If you have a passion for trees and a few hours a week to spare,
there is a valuable opportunity to be the “eyes and ears” of your local
patch. We meet once a month at the Town Council’s Crown Yard offices
in the High Street to discuss progress and tactics regarding all things
trees. Please contact billericaytreewardens@gmail.com if this is for you
– thank you.

Billericay Mayflower
Morris Men go to Ypres
On 11th and 12th of October a coach party of Mayflower Morris Men,
friends and family, visited Ypres in Belgium to lay a wreath
commemorating the many Morris Men who fell in the Great War.
Members of the wreath-laying party had relatives who were killed in the
area. They all attended the very moving Menin Gate ceremony where
wreaths were laid. Since 1923 the Last Post and Reveille are sounded
there daily, except during the occupation of the Second World War.
Morris Men from Blackmore, Thames Valley, and Albury also attended,
in total there were 12 dancers and a musician. Two dance sessions were
performed in the Grote Markt and beer was taken! Visits were also
made to the Sanctuary Wood and the In Flanders Fields museums by
group members.
The visit was proposed by the late Tony Motley, a great Morris
dancer, ex King’s Trooper and British Legion standard bearer. The visit
was also in honour of Tony.

HELP TO COMBAT LONELINESS
Loneliness was the theme of the Open Meeting organized for patients
of the BIllericay Medical Centre by the patients committee on 13th
December. Patients were invited to pop in and meet representatives
from local groups who deal with this important issue. Why is it
important? Well, it has been found that it can cause: dementia, cardio
vascular disease and depression, is as bad as smoking 15 cigarettes a
day, is worse than obesity and increases your risk of death by 29%.
They were able to talk to the various befriending, bereavement and
other groups about what they did. In return the groups managed to
help some lonely people, gained new volunteers and said it was useful
for them to talk to others working in the same field. Everyone was
welcomed with free tea, coffee, mince pies, panacotta and Christmas
cake. Our thanks go to Basildon CVS, Waitrose and M&S for sponsoring
the refreshments.
So what can you do to help? The Campaign to End Loneliness has
ideas we can all put into use. Go to www.BeMoreUs.org.uk and check
out 10 Ways to combat loneliness. Marion Wilson Chair of the PPG.

GONE TOO SOON
‘Gone Too Soon’ is bereavement support for Parents who have lost a
Son or Daughter of any age. We meet on the third Monday of each
month at Reids, 66-68 Laindon Road, Billericay CM12 9LD. The next
meeting is on 18th February. There is ample free parking available.
Come along and meet other Parents who understand how it feels to lose
a child. We offer a warm and friendly welcome in a safe environment.
For further information or a chat, please contact Lyn on 07387 805406
or email lyn-currie@hotmail.co.uk www.gonetoosoon.online
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BILLERICAY
DEMENTIA ALLIANCE
When Cllr Martin Roessler volunteered to be the Town Council’s
representative on the newly formed Billericay Dementia Alliance, Town
Councillors were delighted.
The alliance was founded by Cllr Carl Roberts, John Walsh, Leah
Lambert, Tracey Godden, and Jo Dean with a mission to make Billericay
a truly dementia friendly community. The vision for the future is that:
People living with dementia in Billericay are recognised as unique
individuals who are actively shaping their lives and continue to play an
important role in the community.
Dementia friendly communities are vital in helping people live well
with dementia while remaining a part of their community. Too many
people affected by dementia feel society fails to understand the
condition they live with, its impact or how to interact with them. That’s
why people with dementia sometimes feel they need to withdraw from
their community as the condition progresses. Awareness and
understanding of dementia enables people with dementia to continue
living as they wish and in the community they choose.
People affected by dementia still have an incredible amount to offer.
If appropriately supported, they can continue to play an active and
valuable role even years after diagnosis. By sharing their experiences
and connecting with others, they can ensure communities respond to
the needs of those affected by dementia.
From governments and local shops, to book clubs and churches, we
all have a part to play in creating communities where people with
dementia feel active, engaged and valued. If you would like to learn
more about Dementia, or become a Dementia Friend with the Billericay
Dementia Alliance please call 01277 658529.
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CITIZEN AND YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2019
The Town Council is seeking nominations for the 2019 Citizen and
Young Citizen of the Year. If you know of any Billericay resident, young or
old, who goes out of their way to help others, contributes to a community
group or organisation, gives up their free time to fundraise for charity, or
makes a significant contribution to Billericay life, please contact the Town
Clerk for a nomination form. The only criteria is that nominees must be a

resident of Billericay. Nomination forms will also be available on the
Council’s website: www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk. Last year’s
recipients were VIP guests at all Town Council events including Billericay
in Bloom, Lighting the Beacon and the Christmas Lights Switch On.
Closing date is 12th April 2019 so don’t delay – get your
nominations in today!

CIVIC SERVICE

TOWN COUNCIL
MEETINGS

SUNDAY 10th MARCH,
UNITED REFORMED
CHURCH,
CHAPEL STREET

On Sunday 10th March, Billericay Town
Council will hold its sixth Annual Civic Service
at the United Reformed Church, Chapel Street,
starting at 3pm. The service is organised by
Churches Together in Billericay (CTB) and is an
opportunity for all members of the wider
community and representatives of many local
groups to come together and celebrate our
town. All residents are very welcome to attend.

February 2019
Tue 5
Tue 19
Tue 26

GARDENING
SPRINGS TO LIFE
Now is your opportunity to start to get your
garden ready for this year’s Billericay in Bloom
competition. This is a good time to start your
preparations for a prize winning garden. The
competition is open to all – look out for your
entry form in the next edition of the Town Crier.

COMMONWEALTH DAY
Billericay Town Council will celebrate
Commonwealth Day on Monday 11th March
by raising the Commonwealth flag at Sun
Corner. Councillors attend the flag raising and
the Chairman, Cllr. Jim Devlin, reads out the
Commonwealth Proclamation prior to raising
the flag.

Planning
Planning
Environment

March 2019
Tue 5
Thur 7
Thur 14
Tue 19

Planning
Finance & General Purposes
Full Council
Planning

April 2019
Tue 2
Tue 9
Tue 16
Thur 18
Thur 25
Tue 30

Planning
Environment
Planning
Finance & General Purposes
Annual Town Meeting
Planning

May 2019
Thur 2
Tue 14
Tue 21
Tue 28

Annual Town Council
Planning
Environment
Planning

All meetings are open to the public and press
and are held in The Coach House, Crown Yard,
unless otherwise stated and start at 7.00pm.

B I L L E R I C AY T O W N C O U N C I L L O R S
Name	Address	Phone No.	E-Mail
Cllr A Adshead
29 The Meadow Way CM11 2HL
01277 632104
adam.adshead@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr R Chapman
99 Church Street CM11 2TS
01277 657696
robert.chapman@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr J Clark
33 Carson Road CM11 1SA
01277 659842
jo.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr R Clark
1 Wick Glen CM12 0HS
07802 425842
richard.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr M Dear
12 Redwing Drive CM11 2PG
01277 622499
marie.dear@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr J Devlin
231 Perry Street CM12 0NZ
01277 656937
jim.devlin@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr C Dyer
6 Montpelier Close CM12 0UH
01277 625732
colin.dyer@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr D Hayden
Laurel Cottage 7 The Grove CM11 1AU
01277 656221
derek.hayden@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr J Henshaw
46 The Avenue CM12 9HG
07544 499272
james.henshaw@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr K Herlock
11 Cranmer Close CM12 0YQ
07776 212968
kathryn.herlock@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr L Mitchelmore
The Loft Crown Yard High Street CM12 9BX	
01277 625732
lesley.mitchelmore@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr M Moore
47 Laindon Road CM12 9LG
01277 627266
moira.moore@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr C Roberts
77 Tyelands CM12 9PB
07568 346 055
carl.roberts@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr M Roessler
9 Second Avenue CM12 9PR
07760 373070
martin.roessler@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr D Spencer
Fir Tree Lodge 16 Back Lane CM4 9DG
01277 829750
daphne.spencer@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr G Talbot
185 Perry Street CM12 0NX	
07983 421686
gareth.talbot@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr A Talboys
8 Wren Close CM11 2YU
01277 657576
alan.talboys@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr M Thomas
39 Chestwood Close CM12 0PB
01277 650453
mark.thomas@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr F Tomlin
2 Ruskin Dene CM12 0AN
01277 625692
frank.tomlin@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Cllr J Tutton
11 Bluebell Wood CM12 0ES
01277 655443
james.tutton@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
CHAIRMAN
Cllr Jim Devlin
Telephone:
01277 625732
TOWN CLERK
Deborah Tonkiss
Fax:
01277 634784
Billericay Town Council
Email:
townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
The Loft, Crown Yard, High Street
Website:
www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk
Billericay, Essex CM12 9BX			
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Contributions may be edited and acceptance and publication of all articles is subject to the Town Council’s Terms and Conditions as shown on the website.
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