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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
CHANTRY CENTRE

THURSDAY 27th APRIL AT 7pm
Billericay residents are invited to come along to the chantry 
centre, meet town councillors and hear from Basildon Borough 
council about their future 
plans for refuse and 
recycling. 
 the meeting is also an 
opportunity for residents 
to ask questions and 
receive information about 
any issues affecting 
Billericay.

EVERYBODY IS 
WELCOME

CIVIC SERVICE
ON SUNDAY 14th May, 
Billericay town council will 
hold its annual civic service at 
emmanuel church in laindon 
road starting at 3pm. the 
theme of the service will be 
“celebrating service 
Organisations.” the service is 
organised by churches 
together in Billericay (ctB) and 
is an opportunity for all 
members of the wider 
community and representatives 
of many local groups to come 
together and celebrate our 
town. all residents are very 
welcome to attend.

CORONATION CELEBRATIONS
the tOwn cOuncil will be supporting Billericay to celebrate the 
coronation with two fun competitions aimed at encouraging participation 
and rewarding excellence.

STREET PARTY PRIZE
CELEBRATE WITH YOUR NEIGHBOURS AND 

FRIENDS THIS ONCE IN A LIFETIME EVENT AND 
RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR FAVOURITE CHARITY

 the town council would like to hear from you if you are planning to 
celebrate the coronation with a Billericay street Party during the weekend of 
6-8th May. the council are offering a £100 prize for the biggest and best party!
 Just send details of your planned event to the town clerk, listing the 
venue, the Organiser, your nominated charity (to whom the prize money 
will be sent) and any specific features (e.g., planned entertainment, food 
menu, games etc) that will make your party stand out.
 Following the event, submit your photographs, videos and any 
supporting text to us and we’ll judge the winner who will receive a £100 
donation to your nominated charity! all entries will get a mention in a 
future edition of the town crier.
 advice on planning your perfect coronation street Party is available 
from; www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-coronation-big-lunch-form 

BEST DRESSED HIGH STREET WINDOW PRIZE
 we are looking to drape the high street in red, white, and blue for the 
coronation and are welcoming those with high street premises, who may 
also want to dress their own windows, with appropriate displays. the 
judging panel of town councillors will tour the high st over the weekend 
(6-8th May) and the ‘Best dressed window’ will receive a £100 donation to 
your nominated charity!
 what better way to attract attention to your shop or business as well as 
celebrating the occasion! Photos courtesy Billericay community archive.

Lake Meadows Coronation Pageant 1953

South Green, Billericay Sunday School Coronation Party 1953
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TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
WORKING FOR RESIDENTS

the tOwn cOuncil Planning committee have, as usual, been busy over the last six months. we 
have reviewed 105 planning applications, 75 we approved and 30 we objected to. reassuringly, 
we have an 81% agreement rate with the Basildon Planning department. 
 the town council Planning committee is a consultee to Basildon Borough council on all local 
planning applications, which means that we only have authority to give our opinion on all 
applications. it is Basildon Borough that actually determines each application, based on planning 
rules and guidelines and after due consideration of our and local residents’ opinions. 
 residents may not be aware that every person in a household, not just one submission per 
household, has the opportunity to submit their views on any application, the more objections 
raised the more the chance of an application being rejected by the Basildon Planning dept.
 the lack of a Basildon local Plan has, it is believed, prompted a few applications from large 
development companies looking for outline planning permission, all of which involve green belt 
land. the latest of these, last november, was an application for 150 houses and a 50 bed care 
home, off Potash road. the meeting reviewing this application had a number of residents 
attending, who voiced their opposition to the development and their reasons why. these were 
submitted to Basildon Planning alongside the Billericay town council Planning committee 
objections.
 Our Planning committee, continue to object to all applications that involve green belt land.
 we are doing our best to protect the green belt and ensure that planning applications, big and 
small, are in the best interests of our community.

HIGH STREET LAMP 
COLUMNS

Over the cOurse of 
the last couple of 
years Basildon council 
has been working on 
a project to replace 
the old lights in the 
high street with 
heritage style lamps 
which are more 

befitting of a conservation area. 
 unfortunately, there are delays with the power 
network provider and despite Basildon’s best efforts, 
the installations originally planned for January have 
had to be pushed back. at the time of writing no new 
dates are known, so this will potentially have an 
effect on the summer’s floral displays. last year 
several lorries delivering to businesses knocked our 
hanging baskets down, and the town council 
decided that the risk to public safety is too high to 
reinstate them until new columns that can take more 
secure fixings are in place. 
 the town council will still aim to make the high 
street as colourful as possible under the 
circumstances by making sure all the planters and the 
war Memorial are full of flowers for the summertime.

BILLERICAY IN BLOOM COMPETITION
since the susPensiOn of our annual gardening competition due to the pandemic, the 
town council has been looking at how Billericay in Bloom can be rejuvenated to encourage 
more residents to enter. statistics show that over the last nine years (2011-2019) it is the 
same regular 8 entrants that have won the majority of prizes. 
 it has now been agreed that perhaps it is time for another group to take the competition 
over, one that will have fresh and innovative ideas, so with a heavy heart the town council 
has taken the decision not to run Billericay in Bloom any longer. Of course, if another group 
does become the host we will provide them with all the support they require to make it a 
success. we still want Billericay to be “in Bloom” in the summer and will focus efforts on 
providing colourful flowers in the high street for residents and visitors to enjoy.

NEW NOTICEBOARD FOR THE TOWN
the tOwn cOuncil has recently 
installed a new noticeboard outside 
the chantry centre. if you are a 
member of a community group and 
would like people to know about your 
events or activities, then please feel 
free to drop a poster into the town 
council office and we will happily 
display it for you.

TWENTY’S PLENTY
as Many residents are concerned about the number of 
speeding vehicles in and around Billericay the town council 
is monitoring with interest an essex wide initiative to get 
speed limits in both rural and urban areas reduced to 20mph 
in places where people live, shop, work, play and learn.

VOTER IDENTITY 
REQUIRED

vOter identiFicatiOn will 
require voters to prove their 
identity by showing a form of 

photographic identification, before 
being given their ballot paper in a polling station 
across Great Britain at national uK-wide elections, 
and at local elections in england.
a broad range of documents, both in date and expired, 
will be accepted in order to prove your identity to vote. 
For more information please see: www.gov.uk/
government/news/voter-identification-faqs
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JOHN BARON MP VISITS THE CHANTRY 
CENTRE TO OFFICIALLY OPEN THE BARCLAYS 

BANKING SERVICE
On 4th nOveMBer 2022 the town council were happy to welcome John Baron MP. he had come to 
officially open the Barclays community banking service at the chantry centre. representatives of the 
town council, cllrs Marie dear and Martyn Mordecai, the town clerk and Barclays Bank executives 
were delighted the service would assist residents. 
 John Baron has worked with the banking community to encourage this kind of initiative with the 
loss of so many high street banks and thanked Barclays for responding to the needs of residents, 
especially the vulnerable. 
 the banking service at the chantry centre is proving to be very busy with as many as 20 residents a 
day attending for banking advice which Barclays is happy to supply. they will provide the service as 
long as the demand is sufficient.
 The Town Council is glad to be part of this initiative and encourages residents who 
need banking advice to visit the Chantry Centre on Mondays and Wednesdays 
between 9.00am-5.00pm.

John Baron MP, Barclays Bank Executives, Cllrs Marie Dear 
and Martyn Mordecai and the Town Clerk, Deborah Tonkiss

JACK PETCHEY GIRL GUIDING SOUTH EAST 
ESSEX ACHIEVEMENTS AWARDS AT THE 

TOWNGATE THEATRE 18th JANUARY 2023
the achieveMent award scheme is a reward and 
recognition initiative which enables schools and youth 
organisations to celebrate the achievements of their young 
people and receive additional funding. awards are given to 
young people who make unselfish and dedicated 
contributions to their club, school or community. each award 
attracts a grant of £300, and the award winner decides how 
that money should be spent in their school, club or 
organisation.
 sir Jack’s motto is “if you think you can, you can”.  
a marvellous encouragement.
 there is also a leader award given to adults who have  
demonstrated an ability to encourage and motivate young people. the award is open to youth workers, 
school teachers, staff community leaders, in fact any adult who has regular contact with young people.
 the Billericay Guides were well represented and along with leader Jill Polley:
Madeleine crosson, natasha ellis, emma Farmer, Gemma lague, Kitty Kendall, chloe McMurray, 
ashley Mudzingwa, rebecca stephens, rose wallis were presented with their awards by cllr. Jo clark, 
chairman, Billericay town council.
 the evening was completed with entertainment by guides from the various divisions of s.e. essex 
and included singers, dancers and the southend Gang show Members. well done to everyone 
involved.

it is with sadness we 
announce that the 
funeral of former 
Billericay town cllr. ian 
davie took place at 
chelmsford 
crematorium on 
september 16th 2022.
 ian had been a well 
respected town 
councillor who retired in 2016. during his time 
on the council ian was chairman of the Planning 
committee, vice chairman of Billericay in Bloom 
and also served on many other committees and 
working parties.
 Prior to joining the council he had chaired the 
town design statement committee where a small 
group of volunteers pulled together and 
published an extensive document relating to 
Billericay which is still used by Basildon Planning 
department for material considerations.
 we send our sincere condolences to his family.

QUEEN’S PLATINUM 
JUBILEE GARDEN 

PARTY, MAY 2022 – 
BILLERICAY TOWN 

CLLR MARK THOMAS
cllr MarK thOMas was honoured and 
surprised to be nominated to attend at 
Buckingham Palace last summer. after collecting 
litter on his daily dog walks around lake 
Meadows for nearly two decades, he was 
extremely excited to receive an invitation for all 
his endeavours – especially in Queen elizabeth’s 
Platinum Jubilee year. 
 whilst hM the Queen had announced earlier 
that she wouldn’t be in attendance, cllr thomas 
was delighted that catherine duchess of 
cambridge, edward earl of wessex and his wife, 
sophie countess of wessex, met and greeted all 
the lucky attendees. two military bands played in 
the bandstands whilst attendees enjoyed a buffet 
of sandwiches and cakes. it was a perfect May 
afternoon, a little warm for everyone dressed in 
their finery, but fine and dry. 
 attendees included charity workers, 
community volunteers, public servants, nhs 
workers and representatives of many other 
worthy causes. cllr thomas was humbled his 
early morning efforts to keep our prized local 
park looking as clean as possible hadn’t gone 
unnoticed and had been deemed worthy. it was  
a wonderful experience. 

OBITUARY – IAN DAVIE

Cllr Mark Thomas and his wife Stella

Chairman, Cllr Jo Clark with Lucky Award Winner
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COUNTRYSIDE WALKS LEAFLETS 
NOW REPRINTED

in 2014 and 2015 the town 
council produced two free 
leaflets, including maps, each 
describing three countryside 
walks around Billericay. these 
were designed by volunteers 
from the essex wildlife trust’s 
local “living landscapes” team 
with the support of Billericay 
town council. it was hoped that 
they would encourage residents 
to explore the countryside 
around the town and to become 
more familiar with the wildlife 
that lives there.
 these leaflets have proved so popular that we have 

undertaken a third reprint. they are 
available from Billericay library 
and the town council office at the 
chantry centre. 

        Other leaflets produced by the 
town council include “Billericay 
healthy shortcuts” and “Billericay 
circular walks” and all our walks 
leaflets are available on the 

council’s website www.
billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk 
along with the circular cycle 
route, norsey wood nature 

trail, town trail and essex 
walks.

Please read the Introductory Notes
before setting out on any of the walks

described in this leaflet.

Billericay 
Countryside 
Walks

OUR LOCAL LIVING LANDSCAPE

Billericay 
Town 

Council

Series 2 - Three circular 
walks from Queens Park 
Country Park

©Copyright Glyn Baker and licensed for 
reuse under the Creative Commons License

Queens Park Country Park

the tOwn cOuncil’s precept for 2023-24 has increased by 4% to 
£25.74 for a Band d property. this is just a £0.99p p.a. increase on the 

2022-23 amount.

BILLERICAY TOWN COUNCIL
PRECEPT 2023-24

LAKE MEADOWS PARK
Great news thinGs are starting to move at pace on the continuing 
development of lake meadows Park.
PLAY AREA
 the children’s Play area is having a £185,000 plus major update to its 
facilities.
 work has already started replacing many of the old activities that have 
seen the test of time. it used to be a paddling pool that fell into disrepair 
when in the 1980’s Billericay round table donated £3000 from the 
Fireworks proceeds to change it to a children’s activity area. Basildon 
council gratefully accepted the donation, and the area became the success 
we see today.
 the current upgrade incorporated three designs chosen after consultation 
with community residents. it reflects the council’s pride in making play areas 
inclusive for all ages and abilities which the council is keen to promote; no 
child shall be disadvantaged when it comes to play. it will feature many 
more play opportunities and greatly increase the Play area’s capacity.
SKATE PARK
 a project that was originated by Billericay youth town council is about to 
start with work planned to begin following the completion of the Play area. 
Final details have taken longer than expected but Basildon council plans for 
the work to start before the end March. 
 located to the right and rear of the swimming pool the skate Park will be 
a brand new £300,000 plus facility that will meet the needs of Billericay 
youth for many years. like the Play area it was designed after consultation 
with Billericay residents particularly the youth who made a significant 
contribution to the design.

this is a new position which will require a degree of flexibility on the 
part of the post holder as the business needs of the town council 

develop and grow. there will also be an opportunity for the successful 
applicant to help develop the role. this role will involve some manual 
handling and working at heights. there may also, on occasion, be a 
requirement to work evening and weekend hours. applicants should 

ideally hold a full driving licence.
For more information and a full Job description please contact the 

town clerk on: 01277 625732 or 
townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk

20 HOURS PER WEEK – HOURS NEGOTIABLE 
SALARY RANGE – £12.50 PER HOUR 

+ OUTER LONDON WEIGHTING 

Billericay 
Town 

Council

Please read the Introductory Notes

before setting out on any of the walks
described in this leaflet.

Billericay Countryside Walks

THE RAMSDEN HEATH AND WOODS
LIVING LANDSCAPE

Series 1 – Three circular walks from Norsey Wood Local Nature Reserve

TOWN COUNCIL CARETAKER / 
HANDY PERSON

TONIGHT: WE ARE YOUNG 
Talent Show for 18’s & under 

THE BILLERICAY YOUTH 
TOWN COUNCIL PRESENTS- 

Feel like a star, as you take 

the stage for your night of 

fame at the Billericay Youth 

Town Council’s young  

person’s talent showcase 

night. 

For an entry form email: 
townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk  
 
          Saturday 22 April 2023 
                 6pm start time 
Bring all your friends and family  
to the Chantry Centre, Chantry 
Way Billericay CM11 2AP 
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in early deceMBer town cllr chris May joined intrepid Btw members and 
resident Group volunteers braving the frosty conditions to plant out a total 
of 800 native tree saplings at both Pleasant drive and at lake Meadows. 
 this was a joint venture between the essex county council, who supplied 
the trees, Basildon council, who supplied tools and mulch, and the Billericay 
tree wardens, led by John smart and nathan hume, who provided the 
enthusiastic labour! 
 the planting signifies the commencement and ongoing support of a local 
community project run by the residents Group, led by dr nigel Meadows, 
with the aim of improving visual amenity and enhancing wildlife diversity.
 at lake Meadows, the young woodland created will be an additional 
wildlife habitat. the assistance of volunteers from Friends of lake Meadows 
overcoming the frozen ground was most welcome!
 Further planting projects which are being planned to enhance Billericay’s 
green spaces and help us to combat climate change. the Billericay tree 
wardens are a sub-group of the town council. (Photos courtesy of Btw)

SEEING THE TREES 
FOR THE GOOD

Planting Group at Pleasant Drive and the results of their hard work

Recreational Area Lake Meadows Young Woodland

  “ BCHA” are looking for local elderly people to
join the waiting list for their Sheltered Housing.  

 
They provide flats for rent to local people of

retirement age who can live an independent life,
looking after themselves with the support of their

families. 
 

Application for tenancy is open to residents of
Billericay or those with close family that live in
Billericay. Also available to younger residents

wishing parents or elderly family to live local.  
 

All applicants must be of reasonably good physical
health as “BCHA” do not provide care.

 
Both single and double flats consist of bedroom,

living room, kitchen and bathroom with a
community hall and gardens.  

 
Located close to Billericay High Street.

Warden on Site.  

Billericay Community Housing Association

Please visit www.bcha-uk.org.uk.
for further information. 

Alternatively call 01277 659385

MOst PeOPle whO care for a loved one find it a very lonely, stressful 
life. you can get help and support by coming to the carers’ Peer support 
Group,which is held at the Billericay Medical health centre on the last 
Monday of every month at 2 p.m. there you can meet others in the same 
boat as yourself, share your problems and possibly find some answers. tea, 
coffee and biscuits are provided. 
 to book a place contact jenny.goodson@carersfirst.org.uk

ARE YOU A CARER? 
IF SO DO YOU NEED HELP?

 

A REWARDING VOLUNTARY ROLE 
Billericay Representative 

 

Would you like to help local people in Billericay?  
 

 

We’re looking for volunteer ‘Ambassadors’ to represent 
Basildon Mind in the Billericay Community Hub. 

You will provide a listening ear, signposting  
And share information about our services. 

 

Skills required include good listening and communication 
and having a positive ‘can do’ attitude.  

 
 

Every Wednesday from 12am to 3pm or 3pm to 6pm.  
 

Full training, support and supervision will be given. 
 

Contact us at Volunteering@Basmind.org  
or call 01268-284130 

How 
can I 
help 
You? 
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Contributions may be edited and acceptance and publication of all articles is subject to the Town Council’s Terms and Conditions as shown on the website.

 Name Address Phone No. E-Mail Ward

 cllr a adshead 29 the Meadow way cM11 2hl 01277 632104 adam.adshead@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 cllr J clark 33 carson road cM11 1sa 01277 659842 jo.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 cllr l clark c/o the chantry centre 07902 979632 laura.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr r clark 1 wick Glen cM12 0hs 07802 425842 richard.clark@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr M dear 12 redwing drive cM11 2PG 01277 622499 marie.dear@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr J devlin 231 Perry street cM12 0nZ 01277 656937 jim.devlin@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr J henshaw 46 the avenue cM12 9hG 07544 499272 james.henshaw@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk sw

 cllr K herlock c/o the chantry centre 01277 625732 kathryn.herlock@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 cllr chris May 5 devereux way cM12 0ys 01277 627005 chris.may@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr M Moore 47 laindon road cM12 9lG 01277 627266 moira.moore@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk sw

 cllr K Mordecai c/o the chantry centre 01277 625732 kim.mordecai@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 cllr M Mordecai c/o the chantry centre 01277 625732 martyn.mordecai@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 cllr M roessler 9 second avenue cM12 9Pr 07760 373070 martin.roessler@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk sw

 cllr e sainsbury 17 hares chase cM12 0hJ 07517 362368 edward.sainsbury@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr c smith c/o the chantry centre 01277 625732 christine.smith@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr d spencer Fir tree lodge 16 Back lane cM4 9dG 01277 829750 daphne.spencer@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 cllr G talbot 185 Perry street cM12 0nX 07983 421686 gareth.talbot@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr a talboys c/o the chantry centre 01277 657576 alan.talboys@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 cllr M thomas 39 chestwood close cM12 0PB 01277 650453 mark.thomas@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk w

 cllr J tutton 11 Bluebell wood cM12 0es 01277 655443 jim.tutton@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk e

 chairMan cllr Jo clark

 tOwn clerK deborah tonkiss, Billericay town council telephone: 01277 625732 
  the chantry centre, chantry way email: townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk 
  Billericay, essex cM11 2aP website: www.billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk

BILLERICAY TOWN COUNCILLORS

TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETINGS

MArch 2023
tuesday 7 Planning
thursday 9 Finance & General Purposes
tuesday 21 Planning
thursday 23 Full council

APril 2023
tuesday 4 Planning
tuesday 11 health, well Being & env
tuesday 18 Planning
thursday 20  Finance & General Purposes
thursday 27 annual tOwn MeetinG

MAy 2023
tuesday 2 Planning
thursday 4 annual tOwn cOuncil
tuesday 16 Planning
tuesday 23 health, well Being & env
tuesday 30 Planning

all meetings are open to the public and press 
and are held at the chantry centre, chantry way, 
unless otherwise stated and start at 7.00pm.

CHANTRY CENTRE HIRE RATES 2023
  Community Rate* Commercial Rate Childrens Birthday Parties
 Main hall £20 Per hOur £40 Per hOur £50 Per hOur

 cOuncil chaMBer £15 Per hOur £30 Per hOur n/a

 MeetinG rOOM 1 £10 Per hOur £25 Per hOur n/a

 MeetinG rOOM 2 £10 Per hOur £25 Per hOur n/a

 MeetinG rOOM 3 £10 Per hOur £25 Per hOur n/a

 *charities and not for profit groups

as One OF the premier venues in 
Billericay the town council is pleased 
to inform residents that there has been 
no increase in hire rates for 2023. if you 
would like to make a booking enquiry 
then please telephone 01277 625732 or 
email bookings@billericaytowncouncil.
gov.uk

CHANTRY CENTRE

FOr MOre inFOrMatiOn about the 
work of the town council you can 
now go directly to our website via 
the Qr code below:

QR CODE FOR BTC

ESSEx 
POLICE

24 hour  
non-emergency  

number 101

www.essex.police.uk


