Billericay Tree Warden’s Bi-monthly News-sheet for
November 2021
Our latest News-sheet is now available to view on the
Billericay Town Council’s website and back issues are
listed under the header “The Town”. There are also tree
related Fact Sheets included to advise residents.
The mature trees in our gardens, parklands and countryside and those that line our streets are our
town’s ‘green lung’ exchanging air pollution for oxygen.
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1] Waitrose Funds Environmental Work
On Friday 22nd October, The Billericay Tree Wardens (BTW), along
with the Norsey Wood Society and the Mill Meadows Society, were
each presented with a very generous cheque to help them continue
with their environmental work in and around the town. On behalf of the
BTW, we would like to take this opportunity to thank Waitrose for this
very generous gesture. Seen here from left to right is John Smart BTW
Chair, Julie Fiske the Waitrose Charity Officer and Billericay Town
Councillor and BTW member Cllr Alan Talboys.
2] Tree & Wildlife Displays in the Billericay Library.
Our BTW member Liz has been working in association with chief
Librarian Dawn Hoyle and her staff to present two displays with a tree
and wildlife theme. Designed to be enjoyed by the young so to get the
message of nature across and how we are all connected to it. A big thank you to the library staff for rising to the
occasion. It is intended that the displays will be adapted to reflect the seasons as they come and go.
This project has been completed just in time for COP26!

3] Tree and Shrub Seed Collecting Events – The BTW
Our BTW tree planting member Nathan had the idea to organize an autumn tree seed collection at the two main
nature reserves in Billericay; Norsey Wood and Mill Meadows. And later to be potted up at the Norsey Wood tree
nursery and eventually planted out locally. More of the complex process of their preparation regime later! The two
societies were keen for this experimental project to go ahead and thus utilize their natural resources.
Last year was a “mast year” for several native tree species including the oak so they are “resting” this year without
producing fruits and nuts in any quantity; but nevertheless we managed to obtain a sizable collection of nuts and
seeds of other native tree species that had fruited.
A thank you must go to both Nathan and Neil for leading the respective events and to Sue (brown coat) for her
invaluable knowledge of MM’s flora. Naturalist Paul Hudson (red coat) joined us who for many years has been
instrumental in the co-running of the Norsey Wood Society and organizing wildlife transects across our local nature
reserves. And to Ken Williamson (blue fleece) MM’s Newsletter editor and EWT volunteer Sue Pembroke who is
always keen to help us out. Nathan’s mother and her partner also attended! In the foreground is Milo whose
contribution is to chase cats out of our nature reserves!
One of our BTW member’s has since kindly supplied Nathan with a generous amount of peat free compost for the
eventual potting-up of the seeds at the Norsey Wood tree nursery.
We are to make sure that the many plastic pots and bags we used will be recycled appropriately!
Saturday 16th October at Norsey Wood – Top two photographs
Seeds collected:Alder; Hawthorn (May); Beech; Rowan; Silver Birch; Holly; Hornbeam & Sycamore..
Sunday 17th October at Mill Meadows – Lower photograph
Seeds collected:Hawthorn (May); Midland Hawthorn; Sloe (Blackthorn); Guelder Rose & Dog Rose.

Seed Collection, Preparation and Germination
of our Woodland Native and Tree & Shrub
Species
The advantage of choosing our local trees for their
seeds is that they are already adapted to the soil
types and climate of the area. So when eventually
planted out they are where they belong. Some tree
species are tolerant to a range of soil types
whereas others have a more particular preference.
Our English oak Quercus robur thrives on clay soils
but the Common Beech Fagus sylvatica only really
thrives well in chalky soils that are not well
represented in our area. Alder Alnus glutinosa
thrives best in groves (carr) on damp sandy soils
and alongside streams.
Extracting the Seeds
There are five seed groups that have a recognized way to extract their seeds. Berries/ Nuts / Wings / Pods / Cones,
Catkins & Bracts.
Berries:- We collected Hawthorn (May), Midland Hawthorn, Holly, Rowan, Sloe, Guelder Rose & Dog Rose. These
fruits will need to be mashed with a flat bottomed tool in a container. Add water and then sieve. Then direct water
at the mix via a hose. Skim off the non-viable floating seeds and other floating remains. After repeating this
operation one should have clean viable seed left in the bottom of the container! A smaller quantity of berries can
be processed by hand.
Nuts:- Although small, after removing the Hornbeam nuts from their shells place them in water. The ones that sink
are the ones containing the healthy seed just waiting to grow. The nuts that float are less likely to be viable and
can be discarded.
Wings:- After removing the Sycamore twigs and stalks from the wings (helicopters!), make sure to leave the wing
structure intact.
Pods:- Had we collected brome and gorse pods in any number their treatment would have been to collect the pods
when they were ripe but still intact. Then placed in a large paper bag and allowed to rupture in a warm and dry
place. Then the seeds should then be stored in a cool and dry place until their treatment for planting out.
Cones, Catkins & Bracts:- Collect the Alder cones and Silver Birch catkins just as they are turning from green to
brown. Place them in a large paper bag and leave in a warm and dry place. As they dry, shake the bag to dislodge
the seeds and then place the bag in a cool and dry place.
Seed Treatment:-

Most of our native tree seeds are dormant and require some type of treatment before they will germinate. There is
a regime of treating the seeds of different tree species in preparation for planting. This ranges from soaking the
seeds in cold water for 24 hours before placing them in a fridge for several weeks prior to sowing. Other seeds,
after removing from the fridge, require boiling water to be poured over them to break down their hard seed coat.
Some seeds after planting out need to go through two successive springs before germinating! Birds have another
way of distributing seeds!
However carefully conducted it is likely that only 50% of the seeds will germinate. For insects would have laid
grubs in many of the seeds that will then eat their way out!
For further detailed information refer to the “The Autumn Seed Harvest Handbook” of the Conservation Volunteers
of Northern Ireland. file:///C:/Users/John/Downloads/handbook%20(1).pdf
4] Barrenleys Wood – Irreversible Damage
There is an extensive woodland that is dissected by the railway line that runs between Billericay and Wickford with
its southern portion located in the Basildon Borough. This southern portion is known as Barrenleys Wood.
Ownership of woodland brings about a responsibility for its health and intactness whereby when there is a change
of ownership, the wood should be left in a better condition than it initially was. A business operated from a woodland
requires Planning Approval where strict rules of stewardship are laid down. However in this case the owner has
inflicted irrevocable damage by trashing six acres of woodland, mainly by dumping staggering c.50,000 tons of
building rubble on its southern edge! The Basildon Borough Council (BBC) successfully took the owner to court
and instructed him to reverse as much damage as is possible and remove the residential caravans and shipping
containers within the wood. But the tree loss along with other environmental damage will remain as a permanent
scar.
One of our BTW members used to undertake bird orientated bird surveys in the wood but was eventually
aggressively dissuaded from doing so. And the presence of guard dogs was another inhibiting factor. In no
uncertain terms this environmental damage has been major blight to our countryside. Cllr Andrew Schrader
and the BDRA have been keen to bring this case to court. We hope to publish a fuller account of this sorry saga
in a future BTW News-sheet.
5] Notable Trees in Our Area

Black Mulberry Tree (Morus nigra).
A vigorous specimen located extending over the boundary fence of Stockwell Manor as one approaches Little
Burstead on the Clockhouse Road. A tree that produces appetizing fruits in abundance similar to raspberries. A
tree species often found in arboretums. Note the serrated leaf margins. The choice of this tree species was a major
factor in the failure of King James 1 to establish a silk industry in England in the early 17 th century. It’s the White
Mulberry (Morus alba) that the silk worm thrives upon! The origin of the tree species has long been lost in history
but it probably originally hailed from Asia. The origin of the game ‘Here we go around the mulberry bush’ is also
lost in history! A variety of birdlife will eagerly take advantage of the fruit!

Wild Service Tree (Sorbus torminalis). Here seen in the front garden along the Norsey Road among a group of
mature trees within a Group TPO situation. Sometimes taken for a maple tree but the leaves have a distinctive
silhouette with two longer outer teeth with a smaller row in between. A tree species that appears singularly in deep
woodland as it prefers to be surrounded by other tree species and rarely as a standalone. It is a classic “indicator
of ancient woodland”. It’s a scarce tree but there are several examples in our local woodlands. Its speckled red
fruits lend themselves to making beer and are said to have given the name ‘Chequers’ to our public houses!
6] Our Billericay Trackside Trees are Under Threat Again – And at the National Level
Network Rail (NR) intends to carry out trackside tree and vegetation removal in the Billericay area again. This was
something that was commenced about three years ago and is to be revisited. This is a national H&S project to
remove unsafe trackside trees from toppling onto trains, tracks and overhead cables and shedding leaves on the
rails.
Needless to say, the safety of NR workers, passengers, trains and track equipment is of paramount importance.
And our rail network are the economic arteries of the nation. This is not to be disputed. But we need assurances
that an OTT heavy handed approach is not to be adopted whereby the environment is unnecessarily impacted.
From the inadequate and unprofessional replies from letters that we sent to NR three years ago it was clear that
they had not considered the overall environmental impact.
NR say they are to hold a “community meeting” in our town to explain the situation. We await the date and venue
for this. Presumably the contracts have already been signed to carry out this work so surely it will leave little room
for manoeuvre? We suspect their remit is already set in stone and the meeting will be to inform us of their intentions.
An initial question to be posed will be why is NR repeating this tree clearing exercise in Billericay only three years
after the first clearance?

From the NR letters recently received by NR
“neighbours”, that is those local households and
properties that back onto NR land, this tree and
vegetation removal and cutting back of “neighbours”
trees seems to be a particular focus of the intended
tree work.
The alarm bells have rung out because there have
been two infamous tree and vegetation trackside
clearance operations in Hackney and Waltham Forest
(pictured) in east London. The photograph illustrates
the shocking ground zero situation where many of
trees and vegetation have been completely removed.
There is no getting away from the desolation incurred
there. The local residents (“neighbours”) were furious
at the wholesale destruction.
So is the problem more to do with a breakdown of instructions from NR to those doing the clearance? That a gross
OTT approach has occurred because of the lack of communication? Something similar to this happened at
Billericay Station many years ago when a swathe of mature embankment trees were felled for that very reason –
It was a gross failure of management - It was a fiasco and the environment paid the price.
Professional and vetted Tree Surgeons with the correct insurances and experience need to be engaged. As we
understand it, there is no national licensing system for Tree Surgeons. So strict vetting procedures will need to be
implemented by NR as well as good lines of communication.
We are informed that drone video surveys are to be conducted to identify the vegetation and trees that are suspect.
But leaning and diseased trees will not be flagged up unless a back-up ground survey is conducted.
We are also informed that a mitigation initiative is planned whereby “trackside friendly tree and shrub planting” will
replace those trees removed. But there is a risk of tokenism here. Any mitigation will need to be independently
approved and monitored to ensure “compliance”.
Is Billericay unusually vulnerable to potential tree problems because of its sloping embankments and deep cuttings,
especially that which skirts the southern boundary of Norsey Wood?
In response to the Climate Crisis and the loss of wildlife generally across the nation, some Local Authorities,
including the Basildon Borough Council, are reducing their reliance on herbicides and letting verges grow back
their wildflowers. It is hoped that NR will similarly respond and only use herbicides where it is thought to be
absolutely necessary.
At the National Level
Elsewhere across the rail network there is flooding and embankment slippage due to extreme weather events now
occurring in the name of the Climate Crisis. The roots of trees and shrubs make embankments and slopes safe
from slippage. The roots act as reinforcement. Remove too many trees and the rotting roots allow the substrate to
fill in the voids and thus trigger subsidence and landslides.
There are c.20,000 miles of rail track nationally and millions of trackside trees.
Closer to Home
Although NR trackside tree work is a national initiative, we need to focus on our town and how the tree work can
be undertaken carefully and responsibly to not only include the overall imperative H&S considerations but to also
be in balance with environmental concerns. How can that be guaranteed? And how do we go about it?
Our Billericay Councillors and the Chairman of the BTC are already very aware of the situation and enquiries have
already been made. The Basildon Borough Council has no authority over the work to be undertaken by NR. The

NR will need to consult with Forest England (a name change from the Forestry Commission) to obtain the required
licences for felling. More information on this NR issue is to be found on Cllr Andrew Schrader’s website
https://bit.ly/3pP6C8a
We are informed that the NR trackside vegetation clearance work will begin this winter between October to March
and thus will conveniently avoid the time when birds are nesting.
Meanwhile the date and time for the NR “community meeting” in a High Street location is to be announced.
There is a page on the Network Rail website that gives some useful information as to why they undertake this kind
of work and what they do to mitigate it:- Vegetation management – Network Rail In our view this information has
been written from an environmentally aware viewpoint but its advice needs to be implemented as they describe.
And the clearance work needs to be independently monitored.
7] News from the Frontline
Local Plan – Who’s Plan is it? – Its History & Analysis by BAG – BAG’s report on their website reads like a
“whodunit” novel with the actors Green Belt (infringement), Infrastructure (gridlock), House numbers (often revised)
and Politicians (of all persuasions) in the frame! A title from the novel jumps out from BAG’s text “The Sorry Saga
of Politics”! A novel that is at present without an end chapter; for we await the Government’s Inspectorate to
examine and pass judgement on the LP that has been in revision and contention for over seven years now. As yet,
we have not seen an estimation of the costs involved in authoring the LP – It’s probably a frightening figure!
Additionally, on the front page of the BDRA’s November’s edition of The Resident, is an impassioned plea in the
form of a letter to our MP John Baron to intervene and encourage the government to radically revise our Local
Plan. Especially in the light that our Prime Minister and the Minister of Housing are advocating that Green Belt
should not be sacrificed but to concentrate of brown field sites. A copy of the letter will be available to read BDRA’s
website www.bdra.org
The BTW remains neutral in these political matters but will campaign for minimum tree loss if and
when new build residential development commences.
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC)
We have distributed a poster advertising this national event to the relevant notice boards around the town. An
article about the QGC has appeared in the BDRA’s Newsletter in addition to our Facebook postings. The Schools
project is partly focused on the QGC.

Schools & Library Project
We have been contacting local schools with a view to encourage them to participate in the QGC and maybe give
talks about trees and wildlife to supplement their ecology classes. There has been some positive and keen
feedback. Both Mayflower School and Billericay School have shown interest. And there are two displays now in
the library on trees and wildlife for children.
The Pilgrim 400 Apple Trees – The Great Burstead Church has accepted the two P400 trees and will be planted
in the church grounds. We will take photographs of the occasion.
Tree Identification - We recently undertook several tree identification walks for our new members at Lake
Meadows. Lake Meadows is as an arboretum with approximately 45 different tree species; with many mature
native trees and quite a few exotic tree species from different temperate zones from around the world.
Planning Application Checks & Cases
Little Burstead - We were alerted to ongoing tree felling work along the Laindon Common Road in Little Burstead
by local residents. We attended site and learnt that a Developer had bought the property and had applied to the
BBC for tree work. Several ash trees in the front garden were diseased and so felled but the BBC gave strict
instructions that a healthy oak was only to be crowned reduced. At the time of writing, there has not been a Planning
Application submitted. The Developer had previously applied for tree work on three veteran oaks in the back garden
and received permission from BBC Planning who have agreed with the independent Tree Surgeon’s advice. Unless
replacement tree planting is carried out, the “Street Scene” amenity aspect of the Laindon Common Road has

been reduced. There has been no infringement of the law but it has caused consternation in Little Burstead
especially at Parish level.
The Corner of Mount View and the Mount – A non-TPO mature Atlas Cedar was felled on a sloping site close
to the tall side wall of a property. The structural wall has visibly moved (subsidence) and the roadside garden wall
is distorted. The present owners of the property say that the deeds to the house have a covenant that prohibits
tree planting on the steep slope. Clearly this was ignored by a previous owner of the property.
97 Chapel Street – The gap-site Developer who had his original Planning Application (PA) refused has submitted
another PA. The property is within the town’s Conservation Area. The Developer had already felled several trees
without Council permission but had escaped prosecution. The BTW is requesting replacement trees so the “Street
Scene” amenity aspect can be maintained.
Grey Lady Place – The Agent of a series of high-end residential apartments (an ex-Victorian redbrick almshouse)
has responded to a tenant‘s compliant about a mature Sycamore where bird droppings and tree resin falls on the
roof of their car. The Agency in charge of the apartments is always keen to fell trees that cause this problem.
However, the Sycamore has a TPO designation and thus will remain. This is the site where a mature Strawberry
tree was felled for what was probably a similar reason. A tree that was considered to be the best example of its
kind in the county. We have requested a replacement Strawberry tree but there is resistance to the idea by the
Agency. The Agency has demonstrated elsewhere in the town that a tenant’s wish, however tenuous, overrides a
respect for mature trees.
The Outwood Common Road Tree Planting Event is Cancelled
There has been a change to our tree planting events over the weekend 20th & 21st November. We were to plant
up the 700 metre long edge of the farmer’s field along the Outwood Common Road adjacent to Norsey Wood.
However the farmer, after agreeing to the project, has refuse permission for the second time for this mainly EWT
project to go ahead. The reasons as yet are unclear but nevertheless disappointing.
Needless to say we have many of the “whips” already waiting in the NW tree nursery. So Nathan is arranging a
different location to plant them. It will probably be over the same weekend but we will announce that and its location
nearer the time so to avoid further revisions.
8] Breaking News – A significantly sized Solar Farm has been proposed on open farmland in the Burstead area
by Enso Energy. There is to be “Public Consultation Event” as advertised on their event brochure to take place on
Monday 8th November from 2pm to 7pm held at Function Room 3, Barleylands Farm, Barleylands Road, Billericay
CM11 2UD. Refer to their website link address below for a full description:file:///C:/Users/John/Downloads/Solar%20Farm-burstead_brochure_FINAL%20(1).pdf

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to various BBC and BTC Councillors who
support our goals along with those local experts with specialist knowledge that have advised the BTW in
various technical matters.
A thank you must go to the Billericay Town Council for providing the BTW with advice, a meeting room
at the BTC’s Chantry Centre, moral support and indemnity insurance whilst out in the field
The BTW’s next committee meeting will be on Wednesday 1st December at 6pm
Unless otherwise stated, we are to opt for a Zoom meeting
Prepared by the Billericay Tree Wardens [Editor JHS – 04/11/2021]
Contact = billericaytreewardens@gmail.com
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We were informed that one of the post boxes close to the COP26 venue in Glasgow was to be decorated with
flora. But MI5 advised not to proceed in the interests of security! Here is the dress rehearsal but closer to home!

