INTRODUCTORY NOTES
INTRODUCTION: The walks described in this leaflet have
been developed as part of the Essex Wildlife Trust’s
“Living Landscapes” project with the support of Billericay
Town Council. The aim is to encourage you to explore the
local countryside, learning something about its
management and the wildlife that lives there, as well as
giving you the opportunity for some healthy exercise.
Detailed instructions should allow the routes to be
followed without use of a map. “Living Landscapes” is a
national initiative to improve habitats for wildlife,
particularly by providing wildlife-friendly corridors between
existing nature reserves. It also aims to stimulate
increased public interest in and appreciation of the
countryside. The local “Living Landscape”, referred to as
“Ramsden Heath and Woods”, covers much of the area to
the north, east and south of Billericay and links the
Local Nature Reserves at Norsey Wood and Mill
Meadows with the woodland to the east. A number of
projects to reinstate hedges, improve ponds and
encourage
more
environmentally-friendly
landmanagement are in progress. Further information can be
found on the EWT website:
www.essexwt.org.uk.
THE WALKS: These walks all start from the car park at
Norsey Wood Local Nature Reserve (where cycle racks
are also available) and explore the countryside to the east
and north-east of Billericay. More information
about the Wood, its history and current management is
available from the Ranger at the Information Centre or
from www.basildon.gov.uk or www.norseywood.org.uk.
Routes A and B are designed as half-day walks. They
are about 5 miles/8 kms long and could each be
completed in about 2 hours at a brisk pace with no stops,
but 3 hours would be more realistic for a family group or if
stops to identify birds and flowers are included.
Route C should be regarded as an all day walk, 11
miles/17.5 kms long, perhaps taking 5-6 hours plus time
for stops. The routes are described as in January 2014
but features of the countryside are always liable to
change. The names of minor roads and lanes are shown
in brackets if there is no name evident at the point where
you join them. There are shortcuts and/or extensions on
each Route. These are described in italics
and asterisks(*) indicate where you leave and return to
the main route.
THE MAP: There is a map below which accompanies
this document but do not worry if you find maps hard to
use. The descriptions have been written to provide
adequate detail for you to follow the routes without
reference to the map. If you do use the map, you will find
that the background colour to the text corresponds
to the colour of the route on the map. Dotted lines on the
map indicate shortcuts or extensions. By using the map
you will be able to join up bits of different routes to devise
walks of various lengths: e.g. by walking Route A in
reverse as far as Point X and then continuing onto Route
B, you can create a walk about 8 miles/13 kms long.

Horses grazing near Kent Hill
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SAFETY AND COMFORT: Country walking is not inherently
dangerous but you walk at your own risk and a degree of
commonsense is required. As far as possible, the routes follow Public
Footpaths and Bridleways but some stretches of tarmac road are
unavoidable and appropriate care will be needed where there is fast
moving traffic. Some paths are rough and map and many, particularly
Bridleways, will be muddy in winter, so robust footwear is
recommended. You may find nettles, thistles and brambles on lesser
used sections in summer. Fences may include barbed wire and
protruding nails. Footbridges and stiles are often slippery after wet
weather. In a few places you may meet horses or other animals – do
not approach animals or allow dogs to do so and never attempt to feed
them. If you are not used to country walking, you may wish to read the
Countryside Code, which can be found on the Natural England
website, www.naturalengland.org.uk, before you set out. Unless
specifically stated, you will need to carry your own refreshments and
you will find that opportunities to sit down and rest are very limited.
Inevitably, the walks are not suitable for wheelchairs or pushchairs.
COUNTRYSIDE INTEREST: For much of the year it will be worth
taking binoculars and a bird book with you. Birds tend to be quieter
and harder to see from June to September and during this period
looking at flowers and butterflies may be more rewarding. If you do not
have books or do not want to carry them, the Field Studies Council
publishes a series of folding, laminated cards which provide useful
guides to the commoner species. These can usually be obtained from
the EWT Visitor Centre at Hanningfield Reservoir or other outlets.
Watching wildlife requires patience and what you see or hear will often
depend on the time of year, time of day and weather conditions. Birds
and mammals will often hear or see you and move away long before
you see them. Moving gently and quietly increases the chance of
interesting sightings.
FEEDBACK: We hope you will enjoy these walks in the countryside
around Billericay. If you have any comments or suggestions for
improvements,
please
forward
these
to
townclerk@billericaytowncouncil.gov.uk.

Route A
Towards Ramsden Heath and
Crays Hill

Notes: Please bear in mind that you will need to climb the hill from St
John’s Church at Outwood Common back to Norsey Wood at the end
of this walk. Also, the Bridleway south from Heath Road towards the
railway is often very wet after heavy winter rain – Route B may be a
better choice in these conditions.

About 5 miles/8 kms
Leave the car park heading towards the main entrance. Immediately
past the small picnic area, turn right at the “Easy Access Trail”
signpost. You pass some mature trees and some younger re-growth of
trees that were coppiced (cut to ground level) in 2004/2005. Coppicing
was the traditional method of “harvesting” timber from fast growing
species like sweet chestnut and hornbeam but is now used to create a
diversity of habitats which reflects the Wood’s status as a Local Nature
Reserve and Site of Special Scientific Interest.
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When you reach a strip of grassland on your right, look back towards
the building and you will see the area where several hundred common
spotted orchids flower in June each year. This can be a good area to
see woodpeckers in the taller trees. Continue along the surfaced trail
until you have passed a red-topped post and then look for a signed
path into the wood on your left. Follow this winding path, passing a
secluded pond on your left, to reach a footbridge over the ditch
alongside Outwood Common Road. Cross the road to the Public
Footpath opposite. The path follows the right side of a large hayfield.
For a few years this was left fallow, partly under the EU “Set-aside”
scheme to reduce grain surpluses and the effect of intensive farming,
and it then provided good habitat for many birds and butterflies. When
set-aside payments were abolished in 2008, this field was one of many
which were re-sown and returned to production, with an inevitable loss
of wildflowers, seeds and insects.
Continue in the same general direction, initially with a hedge and
later a ditch on your right. You will eventually see a modern green and
grey barn ahead on your left with a fenced paddock to its right. The
official route of the path crosses the right side of this paddock and you
will find gates in the fences. You should use these to cross the
paddock if possible, but you may find that they are difficult to open or
that access is obstructed by thistles, etc. If it isn't possible to cross the
paddock, you are entitled to deviate onto the track to the right of the
ditch and use that to reach the lane through a large metal gate. (You
may find by the time you walk this route that a “permissive path” has
been established along this track or that the path has been officially
diverted.) You will see the large brick gateposts which form the
entrance to Ramsden Hall School on your right.

Keep ahead, soon joining Heath Road which carries fast moving
traffic. Fortunately, the verge is wide though rather uneven. Continue
beyond the Ramsden Heath sign, passing farm buildings on your right.
Beyond the sign for Hunts Farm and before the road bends right, turn
right onto a Bridleway (where you may meet horse-riders and cyclists
as well as other walkers). (You are now at “Point X” where Route B
leaves Route A.)
Keep the entrance to Brook House on your left and continue onto a
rough track, bordered by overgrown hedges with a variety of larger
trees. There are many oaks but you may also be able to identify
ashes, field maples, sweet chestnuts and hornbeams. You may also
find young elm trees – these represent re-growth from elms killed by
Dutch Elm Disease in the 1970s. The present young trees will
succumb to the disease within a few years but should be replaced by
another generation.
You may be lucky enough to see bullfinches in the bushes along this track. The male has a black head,
grey back and bright pink breast and is often seen with a duller female throughout the year. You will notice
a white patch on the rump as they fly away from you. You soon reach Meepshole Wood on your left. This
was once coppiced in the same way as Norsey Wood but is no longer managed. A few multitrunked trees
can still be seen but in many cases the weaker trunks have died and only one or two have survived to
maturity. There is little undergrowth to provide habitat for wildlife.
When you reach areas with more open views, check the sky for buzzards, large birds of prey with broad,
straight wings and a “mewing” call. They have spread into south Essex from the west in the last 10 years
and probably now breed in nearby woods. Incidentally, all the woods and fields along this track are private
property and access is not permitted. If visibility is good, you may be able to see the Langdon Hills,
southwest of Basildon, above the nearer woods, to the right ahead of you. The telephone mast on Westley
Heights should be identifiable.
As you approach woodland on your right, you will see that the field has wide uncultivated grass margins.
These provide a haven for flowers, small mammals and butterflies and are the result of management
under the Government’s “Higher Level Stewardship” scheme which encourages environmentally-friendly
farming.
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You will eventually cross the railway line and then reach a footpath
junction Your route continues ahead but turning right here offers a
shortcut which reduces the length of the walk to 4 miles/6.5 kms,
rejoining the main route in Outwood Farm Road.
(*The shortcut passes through the edge of Barrenleys Wood, reaching
a field where you continue ahead to cross a footbridge. Follow the
right edge of the next field and the fence of the Sewage Works will
appear beyond a ditch on your right. The path soon crosses the ditch
and you follow the fence more closely to reach a tarmac lane. After
passing stables on your right, you will see a stile and signpost in a
fence on your right. Cross this and follow the left side of the paddock
to a small gate. This leads to an enclosed path which takes you to a
further stile which brings you back to the main route in Outwood Farm
Road, where you turn right.)
Continuing from the footpath junction, the track runs through a belt of
trees and then bends left and then sharply right and Crays Hill
becomes visible ahead. The spire of Ramsden Bellhouse church, with
poplar trees beyond, is visible from a field entrance on your left. The
spire of the former Ramsden Crays church is also visible among the
trees ahead. Along the next sections of the route, you may hear and
see skylarks (which sing a persistent song from high in the air) and
yellowhammers (the male is bright yellow and sings “a-little-bit-ofbread-and-no-cheese” from the top of a bush) but both these species
have become much less common in the last 20 years. The track soon
becomes more enclosed again and you should turn right at the next
junction, which marks the halfway point of your walk, before the
church.
(The church is now a private house but, if you continue slightly left at
the junction to the point where the track reaches a tarmac lane, you
will see that the graveyard is still accessible on your right and there is
a seat where you can rest if you wish.)

After turning right, you will soon cross a stream, a
tributary of the River Crouch, on a concrete
footbridge. This is the lowest point on the route.
You will see this stream again later. Continue
ahead over a farm track. The path is now rising
and, after a bend to the right, another church spire
appears to your left. This one is Great Burstead.
The next bend is to the left and there is then a
second set of more widely spaced right and left
bends as the path rises again. After the last bend,
you will see a small fishing lake through the hedge
on your right and views of Basildon, with its
distinctive onion-shaped water-tower, appear to
your left.
Eventually you descend to reach a gravel track
where you turn right. Soon turn right again into
a road (Coxes Farm Road). (Turning left here
allows you to visit the King’s Head in Southend
Road. Just follow the road for
about 750
yards/700 metres and the pub is across the main
road at the T-Junction.) Follow Coxes Farm Road
over a slight rise, turning right at the
Tjunction with Outwood Farm Road.

Page 5

Bridleway near Ramsden Heath

Route A (continued

Billericay
Countryside
Walks

Ignore a footpath sign on the right (*this is where the shortcut rejoins the
main route) but after about another 50 yards/45 metres, look for a partly
hidden sign on the left.
Cross a shallow ditch and follow the path along the right side of a field.
Soon the stream you crossed earlier appears again on your right. This is
fed by springs in Mill Meadows and Norsey Wood and runs in culverts
under the intervening estates. There have been reports of water voles
here in the past but it is doubtful whether they have survived recent
pollution incidents.
You soon reach a small area of woodland on your left and the path then
runs between houses to reach Outwood Common Road opposite St
John’s Church. Turn right here and again at the roundabout and follow
the road uphill, crossing the railway again. When the road eventually
swings right as it reaches Norsey Wood, turn left into Break Egg Hill.
Walk about 75 yards/70 metres and turn right at a double field gate.
Almost immediately turn left and walk 50 yards/45 metres to view the
Bronze Age burial mound, an important link with the pre-history of the
Billericay area. Retrace your steps to the track junction and turn left onto
the path opposite the double gate. Follow this into the Wood, noticing the
variety of habitats created by the coppicing. Ignore a turning left and you
will eventually reach a crossing track. Turning right here will soon bring
you back to the car park where you started your walk.

Waterlogged fields near Ramsden Heath

Route B
Towards Ramsden Heath
and Stock
About 5 miles/8 kms

Follow Route A until you reach Point X, just past the entrance to Hunts
Farm. Here, cross the road carefully, before the bend, and turn left at
the Bridleway sign. The high hedges make the track quite shaded but, in
summer, you may nevertheless see speckled wood butterflies, one of the
few species which fly in shade as well as sunlight. Through the hedges
you will see hayfields and paddocks with grazing horses. Horsegrazing is
a significant land-use in the Billericay area and there are now few herds of
cattle to be seen.
After crossing a stream, which runs east to Hanningfield Reservoir, and
rounding right and left bends, you will see that the track is lined by young
trees. These create an impressive “avenue” and result from lack of cutting
of the hedges over a long
period.
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While the trees no doubt provide breeding habitat for pigeons, crows and
squirrels, a well-managed hedge, with denser foliage, would be much
more attractive to smaller birds such as finches and warblers. The
overgrown hedges are however favoured by dormice, which rarely come
to ground level, and provide valuable “wildlife-corridors” between nearby
areas of woodland. You may be lucky enough to see other species of
small mammal scurrying across the track ahead of you.
This area is known as Ramsden Back Common and the landscape you
walk through today is a big contrast to that in the Barleylands and Dunton
areas south of Billericay where the cultivation is more intensive and the
hedges have been much reduced in recent decades.
As you pass a turning to the right, you will see on your left an area with
several mature oak trees which has probably never been cultivated. This
may have been part of the original heath (from which Ramsden Heath
takes its name) but there is no sign of heather today. The scrub around
here provides good habitat for birds however and a number of species can
be heard singing in spring. Continue to a crossing of tracks and turn right.
(*Turning left here along shortcut 1 soon brings you to Goatsmoor Lane,
where you again turn left to rejoin the main route, shortening your
walk to about 3 miles/5 kms.)
Following the main route, you will, after awhile, pass a house on the right
with what may seem the curious name of “Quercus Barn”; but it makes
more sense when you know that “Quercus” is the biological “family” to
which oak trees belong! You will soon meet a lane (Broomwood Lane) at
which you turn left. You may see cattle grazing in the fields to the right
here and, in late winter, this can be a good area to see redwings and
fieldfares – members of the thrush family and winter-visitors to this country
from Scandinavia. As the lane rises slightly, a view opens up to your right
and Hanningfield Reservoir with its surrounding woodlands can just be
seen. Buzzards, large birds of prey with a “mewing” call, may be seen
soaring in this area. Ignore a Footpath sign on your right. You will soon be
passing Great Bishop’s Wood on your left and may notice young trees with
white bark – the appropriately named silver birch. These are among the
first species to emerge from neglected scrub-land but they are relatively
short-lived and after a few decades will be replaced by oak.

Ignore another Footpath sign on your right and, as the lane bears left passing Bishop’s Lodge, you will see
evidence of past coppicing in the wood with many multi-stemmed sweet chestnut trees visible.
Eventually you reach a Public Byway sign and turn left passing a metal gate. Ahead of you at this junction,
in the corner of the field, is a small pond. Such ponds were once much more common but many have been
filled in as cattle-rearing has reduced. This one fortunately survives but is neglected and has become siltedup and overgrown. One objective of the local “Living Landscapes” project is to restore ponds by dredging
and cutting-back vegetation to make them more attractive to amphibians and insects. Turn left at the next
T-junction onto another lane (Furze Lane).
At the next junction, which is the half-way point of your walk, turn right into Brittons Lane. (**Shortcut 2
starts here – just continue ahead into Goatsmoor Lane. This will reduce the total distance to 4 miles/6.5
kms.) Ignore entrances to left and right and follow the track past a “No through road” sign. Soon you will see
a Footpath sign on your left. Cross the footbridge and stile and follow the path between a fence and a
hedge.
This brings you to a second footbridge and a metal gate leading into a meadow where horses may be
grazing. Follow the right side of the meadow. The first part of the hedge is mainly blackthorn. This
provides a dense, prickly hedge, ideal for preventing animals from straying. Its white flowers in the spring
are sometimes confused with hawthorn but on blackthorn the flowers always appear before the leaves. In
autumn you may see the deep purple fruit, known as sloes, though the number varies a lot from year to
year. Leave the meadow through another metal gate near a barn and join a farm track which soon reaches
a third metal gate leading to a lane.
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Looking back down the bridleway from Broomwood Lane
©Copyright Roberts Edwards and licensed for reuse under the Creative Commons License

Turn left into the lane (Marigold Lane) and you will soon reach
Smallgains Lane where you turn left again. (If you wish to extend your
walk to visit Stock, where there are a number of pubs and a cafe (not
currently open on Sundays), turn right here and left at the crossroads
with Mill Road. It is about ¾ mile/1 km to reach the village. Make sure
you remember how to return to this point!)
You are now heading back towards Billericay. Just before a Footpath
sign on your right you cross a stream. This feeds the Stock Brook which
flows westwards to join the River Wid south of Buttsbury Church. Just
beyond the signpost, a gap in the hedge on the right gives a view across
the field to a fine row of poplars. Continue along the lane and turn left
onto a broad track at a pond which often has a fountain playing. Pass
the nurseries, one of a number in the Billericay area, and continue along
the Bridleway.
Eventually, beyond the last ofthe greenhouses on your right, you will
see, on your left, another neglected pond. When you reach Goatsmoor
Lane, turn right. (**Shortcut 2 re-joins the main route here.)
(Unfortunately, the only Public Footpath link from Stock to Billericay is too far west to be used on this route
so a road-walk back to Norsey Wood is unavoidable. )
You will soon pass a much larger, and again much neglected, pond on your left and then you reach Stock
View and Oaklands Farm on your right, well hidden behind a laurel hedge. (*Shortcut 1 re-joins the route
just before Stock View.) Laurel is fast-growing and provides a dense hedge so is popular with home-owners
and housebuilders but it is not a native British species. This means it does not support the variety of insect
populations that would be found on more traditional hedges of hawthorn, blackthorn or hazel.
On the left you pass Forty Acre Plantation. This is coppiced on a commercial basis to produce firewood, etc
and also includes a fishing lake. Surveys have revealed some interesting bird and animal species, including
noctule bats, but parts of the wood are used for “Paintball” games and this does cause disturbance.
Eventually you reach Potash Road. Cross carefully and turn left onto a broad path behind a row of trees.
You soon reach Norsey Road where you again cross and turn left for a few yards before entering the
Wood by the gate just beyond the Bus Stop sign. Follow the gravel path and boardwalks, recently
constructed by volunteers working with the Council’s Ranger, almost reaching Outwood Common Road,
and then turn right to reenter the Wood through another gate. Bear left and follow the rough path, ignoring
right turns, back to the Information Centre and the Car Park.
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Note: The initial stages of this route follow the last section of Route A in
reverse and the latter stages follow Route B. Further information about the
countryside on these stretches will be found in the descriptions of those
routes.
From the car park, follow the Main Ride into the Wood (away from the
entrance) and turn left onto the surfaced Easy Access Trail at the first major
path junction. Continue ahead until you see a double field-gate at the edge
of the Wood. Leave the Wood here, turning left and then right into
Outwood Common Road. This drops quite steeply downhill with views
ahead to Langdon Hills, southwest of Basildon.
You cross the railway
line
and
eventually
reach Anisha Grange
Care Home. Turn left
here and follow the road
as it bends right until
you see a Footpath sign
to Outwood Farm Road,
opposite the church.
Turn left again, initially
between fences, then
with woodland to your
right and a stream to
your left, soon reaching
an open field where the
path continues along the
left side.
You leave the field
over a shallow ditch to
reach a road where you
turn right for a short
distance and then left
over a stile at a Public
Footpath sign. (You
have now left Route A.)


Alongside Barrenleys Wood

© All Rights Reserved by Shimmerxxx

This path soon leads to a small gate and once you are through this, you
turn right across the paddock to cross a stile in the fence ahead. Turn left
along the tarmac lane, passing a number of stables, and you will then reach
the gates of the Sewage Works. The path continues ahead with the Sewage
Works fence on your left and emerges into a large field. Follow the path
along the left edge of this field for some distance until you reach a
substantial footbridge on your left.
Cross this and continue ahead into the edge of Barrenleys Wood. Some of the rarer woodland birds such as
nuthatch and lesser spotted woodpecker still breed here occasionally but use for various games does causes
disturbance to birds that nest lower down.
The path winds a bit and slowly climbs till you reach a T-junction with a Bridleway. Turn right here, picking up
Route A again, and follow the track round left and right bends to another junction just before the former
Ramsden Crays Church. The church is now a private house but, as you continue slightly left (leaving Route A
again) to the point where your track reaches a tarmac lane (Church Lane), you will see that the graveyard is still
accessible on your right and there is a seat where you can rest if you wish.
Continuing along the lane, you descend gently to cross the infant River Crouch and then climb on the other
side of the valley towards Crays Hill. Eventually the gradient eases and you will see Public Footpath signs on
both sides of the lane.
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Turn left following the sign for Footpath 157 at right angles to the lane. Cross
the field following a wire fence on your left and aiming for the left end of a
wooden fence on the far side.
The path continues ahead into another field and follows the right side of this
field and two more. There are excellent views across the Crouch valley to
Billericay and Ramsden Heath from here. To reach the third field, you have to
find a stile hidden in a large hedge in the field corner. Soon you reach a track
and turn left passing between two large electricity poles. The open track
descends to cross the River Crouch again and then climbs gently through
areas of scrub towards Ramsden Park Farm.

Kent Hill meadows

As you approach the Farm, the track swings right and then left. (At this second bend, ignore a footpath
which continues ahead to Ramsden Bellhouse Church.) As you pass the Farm, you will see an ancient
timber barn to your left and a not unattractive modern house built to a traditional design beyond. You turn
right onto the farm access road for a short distance then very soon left onto a rough track which shortly
passes under a railway bridge.
As you climb more steeply, note attractive views of the Kent Hill Meadows and Meepshole Wood to your
left. You may see buzzards and kestrels hunting in this area and swallows nest in the barns
You soon reach a tarmac lane (Park Lane) and continue past houses and the junction with Short Lane on
your right to reach a Footpath on your left just beyond no. 70. You have now reached the half-way point of
your walk and will soon have the opportunity of visiting the Nag’s Head. Follow this path to the left and, as
you approach a gate ahead, continue to the right of the fence soon reaching and crossing a stile and
footbridge on your right. Cross the field diagonally to the gate visible in the far corner. Go over the stile
beside the gate and follow the right side of the next field. After three more stiles and an intervening
meadow, you will see the, probably welcome, sight of the pub across Heath Road.
Turn right (or left if you are leaving the pub) along the road and soon turn into Mill Lane on your left.
When the tarmac surface ends, you continue on a broad rough track soon crossing a small stream. You
have now left the catchment of the River Crouch and this stream runs into Hanningfield Reservoir. The
hedges along this track have been neglected for many years and there is now no dense foliage to provide
nesting habitats for birds such as finches and warblers although you may see or see woodpeckers and tits
which use nest holes in the upper branches.
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Ignore signposts to right and left and you eventually reach a tarmac lane
(Broomwood Lane). (*Turning left at this junction along a straight track and
continuing ahead at a trackcrossing provides a shortcut to Goatsmoor Lane
where you turn left, shortening your walk to about 8¼ miles/13 kms.)
Continue ahead, perhaps noticing cattle in the fields to your right. This is
one of the few remaining herds in the Billericay area. As the lane rises
slightly, Hanningfield Reservoir is just visible across the fields to the right,
largely surrounded by woodland. You may see buzzards soaring overhead
in this area.
Ignore the first Footpath sign on your right but, as the lane bends left with
a white house ahead, take the Footpath to the right of the road,
continuing ahead and passing a gate. At the second gate, keep right of the
fence. The path soon swings right and you take the next turning left into
the wood at a waymark post just beyond the last building on the left.
Treecreepers and, in winter, goldcrests can sometimes be seen in the
woods here.
Ignore a footbridge on you right and continue ahead over another
footbridge. You will see a large bank and ditch – almost certainly an
ancient boundary – on your right. You may also notice many multistemmed
hazel bushes which have probably been coppiced in the past to provide
flexible rods to weave into hurdles. Crossing another footbridge brings you
to a track where you turn right. Ahead here are large multistemmed sweet
chestnut trees – again a sign of past coppicing when the woods were
managed to provide a supply of timber.
Take the next path to your left – you will find you now have the bank and
ditch on your left. There are some fallen trees by the path along this stretch
where you could sit to eat your lunch. The path swings left and then takes
right and left turns round the garden of a white bungalow. You are walking
through an orchard with ancient apple trees at this point. Many orchards
have been destroyed in the last 50 years which is unfortunate as, properly
managed, they can provide good wildlife habitat as well as good crops of
fruit. You have now reached Furze Lane where you turn right and soon
reach Mill Road where you turn left and see the “Stock” sign ahead. There
is a roadside seat here but if you stop for a rest you may find the traffic too
close for comfort.

(**To reach the village centre, where there are a number of pubs and a cafe (currently not open on Sundays),
you continue on this road. If you make this detour, you will need to find the footpath between brick pillars
beside the Roman Catholic Church in Mill Road to return you to the main route. This path has a metal fence
on the left and you follow this round a left turn, ignoring a gate ahead, and continue through another gate to
reach a stile on your right. Cross this and you are on your way back to Norsey Wood. This diversion, as far as
Stock Post Office, only adds about 550 yards/0.5 km to your walk.)
To continue your walk without visiting the village, look for a Footpath sign on the left, behind a tree opposite
Stockwell House. This path takes you to a lane (Whites Hill) where you turn left, then right into Madles Lane
and soon join another Footpath to your right. Initially, you walk in front of a thatched house (almost through
the garden!) but you are soon between fences and hedges. These have clearly been planted relatively
recently but are unmanaged, so again provide little nesting habitat for small birds – but they do form an
attractive “avenue”. You reach a plantation of sweet chestnut trees on your left – these trees are not old and
the single trunks show that they have never been coppiced. One must assume that they were planted in the
last century in anticipation of a demand for timber that disappeared before they reached maturity.
At the next lane (Well Lane) turn right and soon left at another Footpath sign. After the path bends left over
a footbridge and then right, you will see a plantation of young broad-leaved (deciduous) trees on your left.
Turn left over a stile before you reach a metal kissing-gate ahead.
(**If you have visited Stock village, you rejoin the main route here.) (To visit Stock Church, continue ahead
through the gate to the next junction, turn left through another metal kissing-gate and then immediately right.
This path descends slightly to a footbridge and rises again to reach a gate into the churchyard. Return the
same way, turning right over the stile after the second metal gate. This extension adds ½ mile/0.8 kms to your
walk)

Route C (continued)

Billericay
Countryside
Walks

The path descends gently from the stile with recently planted hedges on
both sides. These contain an excellent variety of traditional hedging
shrubs – you should be able to find at least 10 different species. Berries
and coloured stems provide a colourful display even in winter.
Eventually the path bends left with an open pond on the right and you
continue over a stile. You will soon reach a track and a bridge takes you
over a tributary of the Stock Brook before you reach a road. This is
Smallgains Lane and you follow Route B from here back to Norsey Wood.
Initially turn right, then left at the pond onto the straight Bridleway, right
at Goatsmoor Lane (*the shortcut rejoins the main route along here), left
at Potash Road and again at Norsey Road, before entering the Wood
beyond the bus-stop. Follow the gravel path to the next gate, re-enter the
Wood and bear left to the car-park.
Hopefully you are not feeling too exhausted and have enjoyed your day
exploring the countryside – all within 3 miles/5 kms of Billericay town
centre

Autumn colours at Norsey Wood
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